
“Engage the Story of God” 
Week 3 - Engaging the Story with Others 

Next Steps: With God, With Others, On Mission 

The Purpose of this session is to understand our identity in the story of God as 
members of the body of Christ, the Church, and to identify how to walk with one 
another in unity. 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 

that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you 
to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.  

Discipled- How to receive _______________ 
for restorative _________________ 

Grace is ___________ favor. 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ...”  



We need one another, because we all need help 
remembering and understanding the attributes of God 
and what He has done for us. 

Ephesians 4:20-21 

But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming 
that you have heard about him and were taught in him, 
as the truth is in Jesus...”  

This relationship is where you will receive 
_______________ and 
_________________. 

Ephesians 4:22-24 

 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former 
manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23

and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put 
on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness.  

Being in this kind of relationship requires you to be 
_____________. 

James 4:6 

But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

Practical Step: Contact Larry and Laura VanTuyl for 
one on one discipleship. Join a women’s or men’s 
Bible study. Be intentional about being on the lookout. 

Discipleship- Walking with one another in 
_________________ grace.  

The Bible is clear that our faith isn’t lived out alone. 
We walk together in relationship with God and others. 



God gives us the gift of _________________. 

• Romans 12:4-5; Hebrews 10:24-25

Ephesians 4:14-16 

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 
love.  

Christ is the ________, _______, and 
_________of our growth together.  

As grow in Christ as we engage the story of God with 
others.  

1. By _____________ the
_____________ in love.

• Ephesians 4:15,25

Proverbs 27:17 

Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. 

This truth can be _____________ and 
________________. 

In order to speak the truth of God into the lives of 
others, we must know the truth. 



• John 17:17, Psalm 119:160

2. By _____________ each other up.

Ephesians 4:17 

Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no 
longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
minds.  

Instead of being primarily concerned for 
_____________, we’re called to be primarily 
concerned for ____________.  

One of the ways that we can build each other up is by 
watching our conduct with one another.  

• Ephesians 4:26-27, 31-32

Ephesians 4:1-3 

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

We must be eager to maintain ____________. 

Our default is _________.  It’s easier to cultivate 
anger than it is to cultivate unity.  

We also walk with one another in restorative growth 

3. By working through _________ with one
another.



• Matthew 5:24

Practical Step: Join a growth group where you can 
intentionally be a part of one another’s life 

• Go to
https://gscc.formstack.com/forms/ggregistrati
on

Discipling- How to _____________ others and 
give _____________ for restorative growth. 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

1. We equip others by taking the
_______________.

2. We equip others by ____________ a
restored life in _____________.

Some practical ways we can begin are by: 

1. Joining a church.
2. Ask the Lord for strategic friendships.
3. Arrive early to church gatherings to initiate

conversations with others and build
relationships.

4. Practice hospitality with people at your church.



5. Budget some money each month to spend time
with fellow Christians...Schedule some regular
times to meet over a meal.

6. Ask them about themselves. Get to know them
in a deep and meaningful way.

7. Share about yourself.
8. Look for ways to have spiritual conversations.

You could decide to read the Bible together or
another book.

9. Pray with them. Ask how you could be praying
for them.

10. Maybe invite the person to drop by your house
or spend time with your family...depending on
your home situation, let them watch you live
life.

11. Look for ways to pray for the person throughout
the week, and sometimes let them know that
you are praying for them.

This will take __________ and sacrifice. 

2 Corinthians 4:7 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this 
all-surpassing power is from God and not from us 

Practical Step: Find someone who you are going to 
pour into.  



Find a place to be plugged in with others: 

Children’s Ministry: Contact Daniel Carnahan 

daniel.carnahan@goodshepherdcc.org  

Student Ministry: Contact Jerayl Develvis or Jenny Ivester 

jerayl.develvis@goodshepherdcc.org jenny.ivester@goodshepherdcc.org 

Young Adults: Contact Keith Smith or Lance Norquist 

keith.smith@goodshepherdcc.org  lance.norquist@goodshepherdcc.org 

Women’s Ministry: Contact Peri Layton 

peri.layton@goodshepherdcc.org 

Image-bearing Gifts Survey

1. What was the most significant thing you learned from today’s session?

2. Write down a prayer to God in response to what you learned today.

3. What does God want you to DO in response to what you learned today?

4. Is there anything holding you back from joining a growth group?

5. In what ways can you demonstrate a concern for others above yourself?

6. How do you plan on maintaining a unity with others in the church?

7. Is there someone on your heart or mind that you could initiate a discipling

relationship with?

Spiritual Growth Assessment
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