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What a joy it has been for our women to be involved in these studies! Because we draw from such a
wide range of women, we wondered if the challenge of these studies would be overwhelming. On
the contrary! It has been a delight to observe the dedication and discipline applied to each
study. We have studied The Life of David, The Life of Jesus, and A Walk through the
Pentateuch. Each has been a unique blessing. Love for, and knowledge of, God has grown and
deepened. Love for, and knowledge of, God’s Word has grown as well. The inductive method of
study has enriched group discussions, sending us to other parts of Scripture to explain the passage
before us. We have deeply appreciated all that the Good Shepherd writing team have devoted to
these lessons. We give them our high recommendation.

Carole Wachsmith
Women’s Ministry Director
Southwest Bible Church
Beaverton, Oregon
Our church has used the Bible studies written by Good Shepherd for the last two years. The
Pentateuch and Colossians are wonderful in-depth studies without the superficialness of many other
studies. Because they are written with a visual depicting an observation, interpretation or application
question, the women at our church are learning to study the Bible well and listen to God, leading to
transformation in their lives. They have also enjoyed both years of these studies, and given much
appreciative feedback. The books are also very well organized to explain how to use the book, as
well as added maps and charts to help the participants understand the books more fully. I would
heartily recommend the Good Shepherd Bible studies to anyone looking for a solid Biblical
inductive study.

Mary Ann Noack
River West Women's Ministry
Lake Oswego, Oregon
The study of the Gospel of John has been a powerful instrument of spiritual growth for the women
of our church. This year we grew our women's Bible study from 40 to 165 using this inductive Bible
study in combination with small group discussions and live teaching. The study does an excellent job
guiding students through the Scriptures, while pausing to reflect upon application questions and
personal reflections in prayer. Occasionally word studies are presented for students to engage in the
deeper theological explorations of a particular subject. There is plenty of room to write responses to
the questions and enjoy a time of deeper exploration into the Scripture. We are looking forward to
enjoying another Good Shepherd study next year.
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BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
The Bible is the Word of God. In it God speaks to us, He reveals Himself to us, and
calls us to know Him. Our study this year will lead us through the inductive method of
Bible Study which includes observation, interpretation and application. The Bible itself
will be our source of information as we learn what the text says, what it means, and
how to live what we learn. God has communicated to us. Our part in hearing Him is a
willingness to set aside time to look at what the Scripture is saying, thereby drawing us
into a closer relationship with Him.
A few guidelines listed below will help you get the most out of your study.










Begin with personal prayer. You can gather facts on your own, but only God
can reveal truth. In prayer seek God’s wisdom, counsel, and revelation. Give
yourself time for the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart.
Each lesson provides a selection of meditations and prayers to draw your focus
away from the distractions of your busy world and turn it toward God. They also
enable you to read how other men and women of God prayed and what they
meditated upon. These can be a great source of encouragement and preparation
for your mind and heart as you allow God to speak to you through the rest of
the lesson.
Inductive Bible study begins with observation of the passage, and in some of
the lessons questions are marked with the
symbol. You will be asked to read
the passage and to observe it. Observation answers the question: What does the
passage say? Observation is the process of discovering what the author is
saying in that specific passage. This process is foundational and must be laid in
order to accurately interpret and properly apply God’s Word. The answers to
these questions are found in the section of Scripture being studied, allowing the
text to speak for itself.
To further aid you in your observation, it is helpful to highlight. In some
lessons you will be asked to read through the passage and highlight specific
words or phrases. This will enhance your observation and enable you to see at a
glance important elements of God’s Word.
Throughout the lessons, you will find interpretation questions. In some of the
lessons, the questions are marked with the
symbol. Interpretation answers
the question: What does the passage mean? Interpreting is the process of
discovering the meaning or significance of the passage. It is essential to observe a



1

passage before attempting to interpret it because the Word of God cannot be
accurately interpreted without first laying a foundation of observation. Scripture
can be misinterpreted when it is not carefully observed and examined first.








There are several ways to answer interpretation questions, but the goal of
interpretation is always accuracy. To accurately interpret the Word of God, it
should always be considered in light of: 1) the surrounding verses, 2) the book,
keeping in mind the author’s intent, 3) customs and word meanings of the day,
and 4) the Bible in its entirety. Never take a verse out of its context to make it
say something that is contrary to the text. Also, remember that you as a human
being have a finite mind. If you have studied a passage of Scripture and have not
been able to interpret it, simply humble your heart in faith and allow God to
show you His truth in His timing.
You will often find interpretive questions that ask you to look up a selection of
verses, write down what you learn from them, and come to a conclusion. This
correlation of additional Scriptures will enhance your understanding of how
Scripture interprets Scripture. This correlation will also give you insight into why
certain scriptures may appear contradictory, but in actuality are not contradictory
at all. This demonstrates how the principles and truths you are learning from
your study are supported throughout the Bible as a whole.
Cross referencing is a helpful tool for interpreting Scripture. You will find cross
reference verses in the margins of your Bible that lead you to additional insights
into the verse you are studying.
The Inductive Bible Study Method uses the Bible as the primary source of
information about the Bible. The following resources, however, are helpful when
studying the Bible. Some interpretive questions ask you to use a dictionary or
Bible dictionary. When a meaning for a specific word in the Scripture is
unclear, looking up that word will enhance your understanding of it. A
concordance is invaluable for finding additional scriptures that illuminate the
passage you are studying, and usually can be found in the back of your Bible. An
exhaustive concordance provides more detail as it shows every place a specific
word is located in other parts of the Bible. You can also find concordances
available online. Refer to the Online Resources page within this Reference
Section. It is recommended that you have these resources available as you do
your lessons, along with a study Bible.
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Throughout this study in Romans, you will be studying various doctrines. A
doctrine is simply a teaching or truth of Scripture. Wayne Grudem’s definition is,
“A doctrine is what the whole Bible teaches us today about some particular
topic.” Studying doctrine will further your understanding of the truths of
Christianity. (Doctrines quoted in these lessons are from Wayne Grudem’s
Systematic Theology.)
Some lessons have a Reflection questions marked with a
symbol. They are
meant to encourage you to respond to the truths you have just studied by
reflecting on what you have learned and by listening to the Holy Spirit’s
promptings.
Application questions marked with the  symbol ask the question: How can
I apply this passage to my life? Application is the process of discovering how
and what to put into action in your daily life from the truths you learned from
Scripture. Application begins with belief, which results in responding to and
practicing truth. It is vital to apply the knowledge you gain from careful
observation and correct interpretation because once truth is made known to you,
you are responsible for putting that truth into practice. The goal of studying the
Bible is transformation: knowing it with your mind, believing it in your heart, and
practicing it with your actions.
While doing the lessons, rely on the Scripture itself and the Holy Spirit to guide
you in answering the questions. After completing your lesson, you may want to
refer to commentaries for further personal insight. It is vital to utilize only
those commentaries that examine the passage with integrity and accuracy. As you
read commentaries, remember that no one Bible scholar has authority on all
truth.
It is important to make your Bible study time a top priority in your daily
schedule. Take time to savor the questions, and don’t rush through the
application. The key is consistency. Do not allow yourself to get bogged
down with questions that seem difficult to you. Do the best you can and
then move on. The truth God is teaching you is the most important element,
not each individual exercise of the study. Also, do not allow yourself to be
intimidated by women who have more time to study or who are gifted differently
from you.
Do your best to reserve the time for this Bible study and attend faithfully. If
you give it your best, you will be amazed at how God will change your life!
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GUIDELINES FOR VIBRANT DISCUSSION GROUPS
1. Come to your small group prepared and on time. You will be able to contribute
more, and you won’t miss anything.
2. Respect the value of other group member’s answers. Listen attentively. If you have
a different opinion, express it graciously.
3. Help others feel safe in speaking up.
4. Focus on the passage being studied and try not to go down “rabbit trails.”
5. Do you tend to talk too much? Consider marking the questions on which you
would like to speak. If you are talking more than anyone else, use restraint. Give
others opportunity to participate.
6. Do you rarely speak up? Try speaking up early in the discussion, for once you
begin to participate, you will feel more comfortable. Your insights and experiences
are valuable. Allow others to benefit from what only you can offer.
7. Are you here primarily for fellowship? Our relational needs are important, so time
for fellowship is built into the Bible study. However, studying God’s Word is also a
priority and the reason many women are attending. If you desire more fellowship,
consider contacting others outside of group time, or arrive early.
8. Are you here primarily for Bible study? That’s great! Just remember that other
women would treasure your friendship and your encouragement. Time spent sharing
life experiences, what God is teaching you, and praying together will enrich your life
too.
9. Remember, we are studying the Bible for ourselves. Make sure the answers you
share are from your own study and not what you learned from a commentary.
10. Keep all personal sharing and prayer requests confidential within your group.
11. Please do not talk about politics, use your small group for sales purposes, or
speak critically about other churches.
12. Above all, have fun! Delight yourself in the Lord and take joy in studying God’s
Word with your group members.
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Lorem ipsum

G O O D

S H E P H E R D

Lorem ipsum

C O M M U N I T Y
S T U D Y

C H U R C H

G U I D E

How Great
is Our God!
Lorem ipsum Lorem ipsum
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How Great is Our God
This study is an exploration of the attributes of God. It takes the student into the
essence of God’s nature and opens up the characteristics that set Him apart. It
seeks to teach the student biblical vocabulary that describe God’s attributes, and
yet to bring those theological terms to life as they delve into the amazing
character of God. The study leads the student to a place of awe, praise, and
worship of God, and inspires them to respond back to Him.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 23 lessons, and uses the English Standard Version of the
Bible for its text. It is a topical study that begins with an overview, followed by a
lesson on knowing God, then proceeding to delve into twenty-one different
attributes of God’s nature.
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[Sample: Answers Edition for Leaders]

Lesson 4

God is Eternal, Above all, and Involved
(Eternity, Transcendence, and Immanence)
Meditation
We must not compare the being of God with any other. We must not think of God as
highest in an ascending order of beings, starting with the single cell and going on up
from the fish to the bird to the animal to man to angel to cherub to God. This would
be to grant God eminence, even pre-eminence, but that is not enough; we must grant
Him transcendence in the fullest meaning of that word. Forever God stands apart, in
light unapproachable. He is as high above an archangel as above a caterpillar, for the
gulf that separates the archangel from the caterpillar is but finite, while the gulf
between God and the archangel is infinite. The caterpillar and the archangel, though
far removed from each other in the scale of created things, are nevertheless one in that
they are alike created. They both belong in the category of that-which-is-not-God and
are separated from God by infinitude itself.
A. W. Tozer ~The Knowledge of the Holy~

Prayer
Oh Lord our Lord, there is none like Thee in heaven above or in the earth beneath.
Thine is the greatness and the dignity and the majesty. All that is in the heaven and the
earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, O God, and
Thou art exalted as head over all. Amen.
A. W. Tozer ~The Knowledge of the Holy~
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The Eternity of God
God always has been and always will be. He is present at every point in time. The
assurance of His eternal existence establishes our faith on an unshakeable
foundation.
“The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”
Deuteronomy 33:27
The Eternity of God
God is infinite. He was and is for all time. He is from everlasting to everlasting.
God is not limited by time, and He is present in all events throughout time.1
God is Eternal

1. Read the verses below, and highlight in blue the words and phrases affirming
that God is eternal.
1 Chronicles 16:36
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! Then all
the people said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD.
Psalm 146:10
The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the
LORD!
Isaiah 40:28
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his
understanding is unsearchable.
Isaiah 57:15
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name
is Holy.
Jeremiah 10:10
But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King.
Romans 1:19-20
1

Wayne Grudem, Bible Doctrine
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For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have
been made. So they are without excuse.

2. God has always existed. What do you learn from Scripture about God’s
existence before the beginning of creation?
Genesis 1:1 He was in the beginning before creation.
Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever He had formed the earth and the
world, He is from everlasting.
Colossians 1:16-17 For by Him all things were created. He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together.

3. Both Revelation 1:8 and 22:13 use the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet
to illustrate the truth that God has always existed.

a. How do Alpha and Omega illustrate His eternal existence?
They define the beginning and the end. He was there at the beginning and will be there at the end.

b. According to these verses, what is the limit of God’s existence?
He always is and was and is to come. He is the first and the last.

4. What does Jesus declare in Revelation 1:17-18 which reveals His eternal
existence?
He declares that He is the first and the last, the living one who is alive forevermore.

5. Where is God in the ages to come, and what is the future for believers? See
Daniel 4:3; 2 Peter 1:11.
He will rule in an eternal kingdom; it is an everlasting kingdom where His dominion will endure.
Believers will be invited into His eternal kingdom with Him.

9

How Great is Our God!

Lesson 4

God is Timeless
Before God created the world, there was no time as we know it. He was before
time and He created time, and is not influenced or limited by it.2

6. Jude exalts God and Jesus Christ our Lord by acknowledging His existence and
praising specific aspects of His character. What qualities of our Lord Jesus are
expressed in Jude 25, and when are they displayed?
Glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever.

7. How does our human perspective of time differ from God’s perspective? See
Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8.
For God a thousand years is as a day; He doesn’t have the same perspective for length of time.

8. God sees and knows all things past, present, and future, and is always present in
all time. See Isaiah 46:9-10.

a. How does Isaiah clarify this remarkable concept?
I am God and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times,
things not yet done.

b. What insight does Isaiah give about God’s activity in the events happening in
the realm of time?
My counsel shall stand and I will accomplish all my purpose.

9. God, who is timeless, chooses to work within the realm of time. He determines
events at one point in time and then carries them out at a later point. He is the
Lord who created time, and He rules over it and uses it for His own good
purposes.3 How does Scripture record God’s use of time for His own purpose?
Galatians 4:4-5 In the fullness of time He sent forth His Son to redeem and adopt those who
were under the law.
Ephesians 1:9-10 His plan set forth in the fullness of time to unite all things in Him, things in
heaven and things on earth.

2
3

Wayne Grudem, Bible Doctrine
Wayne Grudem, Bible Doctrine
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10. How have you known God to accomplish His purposes in His perfect timing
in your life?

God Offers Us Eternal Life

11. God invites us to spend eternity with Him. How is eternal life with God made
available to us? See John 3:16.
God loved the world and gave His only Son. Whoever believes on Him has eternal life.

12. What is necessary in order for us to live with our eternal God forever? See
John 5:24.
Hearing and believing God and His Word.
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The Transcendence and Immanence of God
God is immeasurable. As humans we are not able to understand such an abstract
concept. The Bible communicates the grandeur of God, describing Him as “above
all,” “over all,” “most high,” but no mere words can accurately describe our great
God. With this in mind, we are going to study His transcendence and immanence.
We will learn that God is transcendent—meaning He is greater than His creation, He
rules over His creation, and He is above all. God is immanent—meaning He is
involved in creation, and it is dependent upon Him for its existence and
functioning. These are descriptions that will elevate our thoughts of God to the
highest levels of our comprehension, and expand our view of God as far as our
finite minds can go.4
“…one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”
Ephesians 4:6
The Transcendence of God
God is exalted far above, beyond, and outside the created universe. He is greater
than all that was created, and He is independent of it.5
The Immanence of God
God is involved in the functioning of His creation, and it is dependent upon Him
for existence.6
God is Transcendent and Immanent

13. Read the verses below, and highlight in blue the words and phrases that
describe God as transcendent (above all), and in pink the words or phrases that
describe God as immanent (remaining involved).
Job 12:10
In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.
1 Kings 8:27
But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven
cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built!
A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy
Martin Manser, Dictionary of Bible Themes
6 Wayne Grudem, Bible Doctrine
4
5
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Psalm 113:4-6
The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens! Who is like
the LORD our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and
the earth?
Isaiah 40:22-23
Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits
above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who
stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;
who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
Acts 17:25
…nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.
Colossians 1:16-18
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
God is Above All Creation, Yet He Remains Involved
Both the Old and New Testaments record God’s transcendence and immanence as
observed in nature. They declare the wonder of God who is above all of creation,
and yet chooses to be actively involved with mankind.

14. Elihu sought to encourage Job by declaring the immanence of God in His
creation in Job 36-37. What aspects of nature did Elihu recognize that God is
involved in? See Job 36:26-33.
He brings rain, thunder, lightning, gives food in abundance; even the cattle declare that He rises.

15. The awareness of God’s immanence produced a response.
a. What physical reaction did Elihu have at the realization of God’s immanence?
See Job 37:1.
His heart trembles and leaps out of its place.
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b. What do you think Elihu meant when he stated in Job 37:23, “The Almighty—
we cannot find him”?
God is so great in His power that we cannot even fathom Him.

c. How did Elihu assume that people would respond to such a great God, and
why? See Job 37:24.
They would respond in fear and awe. The magnificence of God who was so powerful over heaven
and earth would cause them to be in awe, and fearful of the power that God displays.

16. Paul, in Acts 17:22-25, preached to the men of Athens. How did Paul describe
the transcendence and immanence of God?
Transcendence (above all): God made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven
and earth. He is not served by human hands because He doesn’t need anything.
Immanence (remains involved): He is the one who gives to all mankind life and breath and
everything.

Comprehending God
As we meditate upon God who is above all and actively involved in His creation,
we must remember that God is indescribable. Any words to describe Him fall
short. Comprehending, even slightly, the wonder of how immense, how
immeasurable, and how infinite our great God is, causes us to realize our own
smallness and helplessness. Having a proper view of ourselves and of God is
essential to having a right relationship with Him.

17. How are believers able to understand the indescribable character of God? See
1 Corinthians 2:7-13.
God reveals Himself to us through the Spirit. No one comprehends the thoughts of God except
through the Spirit of God. He is the one who helps us understand the things freely given us by
God.
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18. How have you personally come to understand or comprehend God?

The Eternal, Transcendent, Immanent God Pursues You

19. God, in all His grandeur, pursues you. You were created to enjoy a love
relationship with Him. What did our eternal, transcendent, and immanent God say
and do to convey His desire for us?
1 Kings 8:23 He keeps His covenants with His people; shows steadfast love.
Romans 8:32 He gave up His Son for us, and will also give us graciously all things.
Titus 3:4-7 He is good and kind, He saved us, by His own mercy. He poured out on us the
Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ, and justifies us by His grace making us heirs and giving us
eternal life.

20. Review the truths you have learned about God as eternal, transcendent, and
immanent. How did your study of these attributes change your view of God, and
how will you respond to what you learned?
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21. Pray through the following verses, and allow the realization of God’s awesome
character to inspire you to praise and worship Him.
Psalm 93:1-2
The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he has put on strength
as his belt. Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. Your throne is
established from of old; you are from everlasting.
Psalm 103:17
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who
fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children.
Isaiah 57:15
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name
is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite
and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the
contrite.
Philippians 2:9-11
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

Sources used in this lesson:
Dictionary of Bible Themes, by Martin Manser
Bible Doctrine, by Wayne Grudem
The Knowledge of the Holy, by A. W. Tozer
Knowing God, by J. I. Packer
Bible Knowledge Commentary, by J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck
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Plan of Redemption
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Lorem ipsum Lorem ipsum
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God’s Unfolding Plan of Redemption
Through the Pentateuch
This is a rich study of the first five books of the Bible. It was written with
several themes in mind. In understanding these themes, students will see
how the foundations laid in these beginning books are built upon the
whole Bible. The Pentateuch is a compilation of stories about individuals
and events. This record of thoughts, words, and actions of the men and
women who lived so long ago are meaningful to us because they echo
many of our own thoughts, words, and actions.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 23 lessons and uses the English Standard Version of
the Bible as its text. Several themes are identified and emphasized
throughout the study which bring cohesiveness to this vast study and gives
the student specific things to focus on. These themes are identified in
Lesson 2 (attached). These lessons are powerful and life changing as they
ground the student with a wonderful biblical foundation.
There are 187 chapters in the Pentateuch. Students are asked to read all the
chapters; however questions focus on specific chapters and verses which
are identified. Whether people actually read all the chapters or just answer
the questions is their choice; however the intent of the study is to lead
them to read the whole Pentateuch while focusing on specific themes.
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Lesson 2

[Sample: Answers edition for leaders]

God’s Unfolding Plan
Meditation
Who then are the heirs of the precious and very great promises made to Abraham and
to his seed? You are. To whom can it be said: Your sins are forgiven; God is for you;
with all his power, goodness, and mercy he will pursue you all your life, and you will
rise from the dead; …and you will fill the new world with the knowledge of the glory
of the Lord? To whom can all this be said? To you, the children of Abraham through
faith in Christ. "For all things are yours . . .whether the world or life or death or the
present or the future, all (the promises!) are yours, for you are Christ's and Christ (the
seed of Abraham) is God's (1 Corinthians 3:21-23). Amen.

John Piper ~The Covenant of Abraham~

Prayer
Oh! bring us, then, we pray You, now near to Yourself. Let us bathe ourselves in
communion with our God. Blessed be the love which chose us before the world
began. We can never sufficiently adore You for Your sovereignty, the sovereignty of
love which saw us in the ruins of the Fall, yet loved us anyway.
Charles H. Spurgeon
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Pentateuch

Lesson 2

The first five books of the Bible should be studied with the message of the entire
Bible in mind. From the fall of man through the time when Jesus returns to set up the
New Earth, the message of the Bible is about God’s unfolding plan of redemption.
God created man on this earth to have a relationship with Him and to give Him glory,
but man sinned and ruined that relationship. Mankind, and creation itself, has been in
need of redemption from the results of sin and the curse.
God did not choose to provide a way to immediately restore man and the earth.
Instead, in His sovereign wisdom, God had a plan to redeem that relationship which
would play out for centuries. There are many reasons why He chose to do this over a
long period of time, but these reasons could all be summed up in this way: He chose
to do it because it would be the best way to display His Person, and to provide a way
for man to glorify and enjoy Him.
This study is called God’s Unfolding Plan of Redemption through the Pentateuch. In
Luke 24:25-27, Jesus explained that all the Scriptures contained things concerning
Himself. Everything in the Bible, each person, narrative, law, instruction, poem, and
prophecy, ultimately reveals God’s plan to restore the relationship between Himself
and man and release creation from the curse. This process is called redemption. God’s
unfolding plan of redemption is how He chose to restore (buy back) creation and
mankind to Himself.
The plan of redemption in the Pentateuch includes:
God’s Call, Preservation, and Covenants to His People
God’s Laws, Sacrifices, and Instructions to Purify His People
God’s Character and Desire for Relationship with His People
God’s Unveiling of the Coming Messiah
Each lesson will reveal elements of God’s redemptive plan. The price that Christ paid
on the cross is the pinnacle of God’s plan of redemption, but it is not the only
component. Jesus’ death fulfilled the Old Testament law and ushered in the New
Covenant in the New Testament. However, the New Covenant was not completely
fulfilled at the cross. God’s new kingdom on the earth will do that. So, God’s plan of
redemption is not over yet! In fact, it will never be over. The redemption of man will
not be realized until we are living with God in eternity. His plan of redemption will
continue to unfold in eternity as the earth and God’s people enjoy redemption from
the curse of sin forever!
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In this lesson, we will explore specific elements of God’s redemptive plan found in
the Pentateuch. In subsequent lessons, the last question will ask you to go back over
what you just studied and highlight questions that contain these elements.
God’s Call, Preservation, and Covenants for His people
God called the nation of Israel to be His chosen people. He protected and preserved
them over the centuries. God’s covenants are binding legal agreements between
Himself and His people. Man does not have the power to change the terms, and God
never will. God knew that Israel would need His covenants and promises to cling to
whenever they waivered in their faith.

1. Describe God’s call to Abram. See Genesis 12:1-2.
Go from your country and kindred to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation
and will bless you and make your name great so that you will be a blessing.

2. How did God preserve His chosen people in Genesis 45:4-5, 7?
God sent Joseph to Egypt to preserve his family’s lives.

3. From Genesis 15:18, to whom was this covenant given and what did God pledge
to do?
It was given to Abram. “To your offspring I give this land.”

God’s Laws, Sacrifices, and Instructions to Purify His people
Sin has its consequences. Death entered the world, and the relationship between God
and man was ruined. A way was needed to pay the penalty for sin so mankind could
be purified in order to approach a holy God.

4. What does Hebrews 9:22 state regarding the payment for our sins?
Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness.
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Blood had to be shed. God’s holiness demanded it. But God’s mercy and grace
provided a plan of redemption. Even though blood was required, it did not have to be
ours. God would accept a substitute for us. Because of God’s holy nature, strict
requirements needed to be met for the various sacrifices and offerings that He
commanded Israel to perform.
God’s righteous standards (holiness) cannot be violated. The redemption of sin and
our relationship with God are at stake. We will see in our study that the books of
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, with all their detailed instructions, can be
viewed not as endless lists of tedious laws and regulations, but as God’s care and
provision for His people. His desire is for their greatest good. He wanted to keep
them healthy and pure. They needed to be “set apart” from the rest of the world in
order to carry out His plan.

5. Leviticus 4:14-20 is an example of the offerings and sacrifices we will be studying.
Read this, not as a series of rigid tasks that needed to be performed, but as sacred acts,
which atoned for the people’s sins and brought them back to Him. How does reading
this impact your view of the seriousness of sin?

God’s Character and Desire for Relationship with His People
Many people have the perspective that the character of the God of the Old Testament
is not the same as the God of the New Testament. They perceive Him as having gone
through some sort of transition throughout the centuries. God created man in His
own image. He created this earth in order for us to have a place where we can live,
experience His glory, and enjoy fellowship with Him. He loves us. He pursues us in
His mercy and grace. Over and over again we will see this in our study.

6. What do Malachi 3:6 and James 1:17 tell us about the alteration of God’s
character?
God does not change.
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7. To get a sense of what we will experience of God’s character, read the following
verses, and record what you find.
Exodus 15:11 No other god is like the LORD; majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds,
doing wonders.
Exodus 34:6-7 The LORD is merciful, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness; forgiving sin. He does not leave the guilty unpunished.

8. Despite God’s love and provision, man rebelled against Him. See Romans 5:12.
a. What entered the world through one man?
Sin came into the world.

b. What was the result and why?
Death resulted through sin which spread to all men because all sinned.

9. Sin separated us from our fellowship with God. Why was that relationship broken?
See Psalm 5:4; Habakkuk 1:13.
For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. God’s eyes are too
pure to look on evil. He cannot look at wrong.

God’s Unveiling of the Coming Messiah
The coming of the Messiah was the apex of God’s plan. He began to reveal His plan
of redemption to Adam and Eve even as He declared judgment on their sin. He
would send the Messiah through the offspring of Eve at just the right time in history.

10. What did God say to the serpent regarding this? See Genesis 3:15.
Her offspring shall bruise your head and your offspring shall bruise His heel.

11. What promise did God give to Abraham, which pointed to the coming Messiah?
See Genesis 22:18; Matthew 1:1.
In your offspring, all the nations of the world will be blessed. Jesus Christ was the son of Abraham.
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The themes of faith (believing without seeing) and obedience (following God’s
commands) are also repeated throughout the Pentateuch. God desires our hearts and
commands our obedience. Therefore, His people have a responsibility to know His
Word and obey it.

12. How did Abram obtain God’s favor? See Genesis 15:6.
Abram believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as righteousness.

13. How would the LORD honor Israel if they obeyed Him fully? See Exodus 19:5-6.
They would be His treasured possession among all peoples, a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.

14. God’s great plan of redemption unfolds before our eyes when we study the
Pentateuch. He used ordinary people to accomplish His will. He looked for a heart of
faith and obedience in those He chose to use. How are you cultivating your own faith
and obedience toward God as you seek to follow Him?
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Genesis 5-11

Meditation
Contrasting colors are more noticeable than colors that are similar. For example, a
white dot really shows up on a black background; it almost pops off the page.
That’s the way Noah was, compared to the society around him. The first few verses of
the sixth chapter of Genesis paint a bleak picture of the world, with great evil and sin
abounding: “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth,
and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5).
Yet in the midst of this great darkness, Noah was the bright spot: “But Noah found
favor in the eyes of the LORD…Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time;
Noah walked with God” (vv. 8-9). Noah desired to please God in all his ways, and his
continual desire was to walk in complete fellowship with Him.
Is that your desire as you live in a world that operates on an entirely different basis?
When you focus on abiding in Christ and seeking His purposes every day, your life
becomes a shining light in a society of sometimes overwhelming darkness (Matt. 5:14).
Of course, you may not be consciously aware that you are being a light, but you can be
sure that others are watching what you say and do.
Charles Stanley ~Seeking His Face~

Prayer
Father, help us to understand ourselves and to understand how clearly and relevantly
these words speak to our lives and our situation. Grant to us, Lord, the courage to
begin right where we are—now. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Ray C. Stedman ~Understanding Man~
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Outline

Genesis 5-11
Genesis 5
Genesis 6
Genesis 7-9
Genesis 10
Genesis 11

Genealogy: Adam to Noah
Corruption on earth; Noah and the flood
Flood subsides; God’s covenant; Noah’s descendants
Genealogy: Shem, Ham, Japheth
Tower of Babel; genealogy: Shem to Abram

Read Genesis 5.
The genealogical list in this chapter records the descendants of Adam through the
lineage of Seth. This is called the “royal” line. Through them, God’s promise of the
coming Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, would be accomplished.

1. Within this genealogy from Adam to Noah, the author draws special attention to

Enoch.

a. What do you learn about Enoch from verses 21-24?

Enoch walked with God 300 years; father of Methuselah; at age 365 God took him.

b. How is he also described in Hebrews 11:5 and Jude 14-15?

He was taken up by God so he did not see death; he was commended as one who pleased God; he
prophesied; he was the seventh from Adam.

c. Why do you think it is significant that Scripture specifically points out these

character traits of Enoch?
God desires relationships with people; it pleases God for people to walk with Him and obey Him and
to love Him; people are blessed when they do.
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2. Walking with God is active and involves more than putting one foot in front of the

other. From the following verses, what are the actions of someone who walks with
God?
Genesis 6:9 Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generations and Noah walked with God.

Genesis 15:6 Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.
.
Deuteronomy 10:12 To fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to serve
Him with all your heart and soul, and to keep His commandments and statutes.
Read Genesis 6.

3. In this chapter we read the narrative of Noah and the ark. How is mankind

described in verse 5?
The wickedness of man was great in the earth; every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually.

4. Why did God spare Noah?

Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD
He was a righteous man, blameless in his generation; he walked with God.

5. What had mankind acquired prior to Noah’s day which ultimately led to their

destruction? See Genesis 3:22.
The knowledge of good and evil.

6. God desires to make Himself known to mankind. What do you discover about

God in verses 1-13 regarding:
His knowledge of mankind?
He knows the length of their life and can change it.
He sees wickedness; knows the thoughts of man—whether good or evil.
His emotions?
He has grief; heart filled with pain; desires mankind to walk with Him and be righteous.
His justice?
He would judge mankind for wickedness by destroying all flesh with the earth.
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7. How do the days of Noah in this passage compare to the end times that Jesus

spoke about in Matthew 24:37-39?
Jesus compared the end times before He comes back to the days before the flood—people eating,
drinking, and marrying with no concern of an impending judgment.

8. Noah and Enoch walked with God, finding favor in the eyes of the LORD. How
are the “intentions of the thoughts” of your heart (Genesis 6:5) changing as you
learn to walk with God?

9. God told Noah to build an ark in order to preserve mankind and animals from the

flood He was about to send upon the earth. What did God tell Noah to do and how
did He help him with:
The ark? (6:14-18)
He gave Noah exact instructions for measurements and materials; He told Noah what His plan was
and why; He gave thorough enough instructions for understanding and success.
The animals? (6:19-20; 7:8-9)
He said to take two of every sort of animal into the ark, male and female; the animals came to him.

10. As you read the account of Noah and his interactions and responses to God,

what do you learn about Noah’s character? See also Hebrews 11:7; 2 Peter 2:5.
He obeyed every command of God; He trusted God for his provision and deliverance; he waited for
God’s timing (8:6-16); he had holy fear and faith, he was a herald of righteousness.

11. Which characteristics of Noah would you like to emulate in your life?
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Read Genesis 7-9.

12. From the following verses, how was God’s power displayed on the earth during

the flood?
Verse
God’s Power Displayed
7:11
Fountains of the great deep burst forth and the windows of heaven were opened.
7:12

Rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.

7:16

The LORD shut him in.

7:18

The waters prevailed and increased greatly; ark floated on the face of the water.

7:20

The waters prevailed above the mountains covering them 15 cubits deep.

7:21

All flesh died—animals and mankind.

7:24

The waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

8:1

God made a wind blow over the earth and the waters subsided.

13. As part of His plan of redemption, God has at all times preserved a remnant of

His people. Although God judged the earth, how do you see God’s grace and mercy
at work in this narrative?
In the midst of a worldwide flood, where everyone else was killed, God saved Noah and his family in
an ark along with animals to repopulate the earth.

14. How have you seen God’s grace and mercy at work in your life?

15. What action did Noah take upon exiting the ark, and what was the LORD’s

response? (8:20-22)
He built an altar to the LORD, sacrificing clean animals and birds; God smelled the pleasing aroma
and said He’d never again curse the ground because of man or strike down every living creature.
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16. From Genesis 9:5-6, what is the penalty for taking a human life and why?
The penalty is death because man is made in the image of God.

17. God is always in the process of restoring the fellowship of mankind to Himself.

What was the sign of the covenant God made with Noah? (9:12-17)
The sign was a rainbow signifying that He would never again destroy the earth or all flesh by a flood.

Genesis 10 (Digging Deeper)
Genealogy: Shem, Ham, and Japheth
Read Genesis 11.

18. In the narrative of Genesis 11:1-9, what was the people’s reason and purpose for

building a city and tower?
They wanted to make a name for themselves; they didn’t want to be dispersed over the whole earth.

19. What action did the LORD do first when the city was built and why?

He confused their language so they could not understand one another. Otherwise, nothing they
purposed to do would be impossible for them.

20. In this judgment by God, what consequences do you think the people suffered?

They left the city and the LORD dispersed them over the whole earth.

21. These people most likely saw this judgment as devastating to their well-being.

How can the intervention or judgment of God in our lives be for our good?
He shows us our rebellion or disobedience and takes us in another direction.
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22. God’s plan all along is to have a relationship with His people—providing,

blessing, and giving direction to them. When have you gone against God’s good plan
for you, and what were the consequences? Write out a prayer to God asking Him to
help you faithfully trust Him as you wait on Him, obey Him, and repent when you go
against His plan.

23. Go back through this lesson and highlight the questions that contain elements of
God’s unfolding plan of redemption (not all of these elements will be in every lesson).
a. God’s call, preservation, and covenants to His people in pink.
b. God’s laws, sacrifices, and instructions to purify His people in green.
c. God’s character and desire for relationship with His people in blue.
d. God’s unveiling of the coming Messiah in yellow.
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Life of David
With the exception of Jesus, more has been written about David than any other
biblical character. This study takes the student through the books of 1 & 2 Samuel
and selected psalms. It begins when David was anointed as a young shepherd boy and
follows his adventures through battles and intrigue as King of Israel. Including the
psalms in this study allows the student to gain insight into the thoughts and feelings
David experienced and how he depended upon the Lord as his refuge and strength.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 23 lessons and uses the English Standard Version as its text. An
optional first lesson covers 1 Samuel 8-15 as an introduction and gives context for the
rest of the study. Lesson 1 begins with the anointing of David in 1 Samuel 16. Each
lesson includes a psalm, coinciding with what most likely was occurring in David’s life
at the time. These lessons are designed to help the student study the Bible inductively
by learning to observe, interpret and apply Scripture.
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1 Samuel 17 & Psalm 36
Meditation
Sometimes a task we have begun takes on a seemingly crushing size, and we wonder
what ever gave us the notion that we could accomplish it. There is no way out, no way
around it, and yet we cannot contemplate actually carrying it through. The rearing of
children or the writing of a book are illustrations that come to mind. Let us recall that
the task is a divinely appointed one, and divine aid is therefore to be expected. Expect
it! Ask for it, wait for it, believe that God gives it. Offer to Him the job itself along
with your fears and misgivings about it. He will not fail or be discouraged. Let His
courage encourage you. The day will come when the task will be finished. Trust Him
for it.

Elisabeth Elliot ~Gateway to Joy~

Prayer
Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee.
Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King.
Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect, and use every power as Thou shalt choose.
Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee.
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879)
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In this chapter, we find the army of Israel trembling in their boots on a battlefield.
Goliath, the Philistine’s champion, mocked and defied the armies of the living God of
Israel. To young David, Goliath’s taunts were fighting words, but not for the purpose
of proving his own toughness. David went into battle, armored with His trust in God.
Read 1 Samuel 17:1-30.
1. In this passage, Goliath is described in great detail. How was he dressed for battle
and how did he taunt the armies of Israel?
Goliath was the champion of the Philistines, six cubits and a span (9’9”), wearing a bronze helmet,
armed with a coat of mail weighing 5000 shekels of bronze, bronze armor on his legs, a bronze
javelin, the shaft of his spear weighed 600 shekels, and a shield-bearer went before him. Goliath
shouted to the ranks of Israel, challenging and defying them.
2. How did Saul and all Israel react to Goliath?
They were all dismayed and greatly afraid.
3. David now appeared on the battlefield. In obedience to his father, he brought food
to his brothers and checked on their welfare.
a. Goliath continued to taunt the armies of Israel. What action did the men of Israel
take, though Saul offered a reward?
They fled from Goliath and were much afraid. None of them was willing to fight Goliath, even for a
reward.
b. How was David’s response different from the soldiers?
He did not flee. He saw Goliath’s taunts as an accusation toward Israel, and something needed to be
done about it.
c. What do David’s words reveal about his view of God?
Goliath’s taunts were an insult to his God. He wonders who this uncircumcised Philistine is who has
the nerve to taunt the armies of the living God, as the armies of God were empowered by Him.
4. David’s brother, Eliab was angry when he heard what David said. What does his
reaction reveal about his attitude toward David?
Eliab was burning in anger. He was condescending toward David and his job as shepherd. He says
he knows the presumption and evil of David’s heart and that he has just come down to see the battle.
He was jealous and didn’t want David there. Eliab was probably embarrassed, that a young boy
would be so bold when all the soldiers were showing cowardice.
5. David could have taken offense at Eliab’s ridicule, and become distracted from
standing up for God and his nation. How did David keep on task for what he knew
was right?
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He didn’t take offense. He turned away from Eliab and continued to focus on what God wanted him
to do. He realized his battle was not with his brother but with Goliath.
Read 1 Samuel 17:31-58.
6. David’s words were repeated to Saul and he was taken before him.
a. How did David encourage Saul?
David said, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him.” And that he, Saul’s servant, would go fight
with Goliath.
b. What did David know to be true about God that gave him the courage to fight
Goliath?
David believed that God would deliver Goliath into his hands. God helped him before to kill lions
and bears and this uncircumcised Philistine would be like one of them. David’s heart was for God
and he knew He would deliver him against someone who defied the armies of the living God.
7. How has your knowledge of God given you confidence in a difficult situation?
8. Why did Saul’s armor not work for David?
Saul was a tall man and his armor was much too large for David. David had never worn armor, or
used weapons of war. He had not tested them.
9. David approached Goliath with only a slingshot and five smooth stones.
a. How did Goliath see David?
He saw him as just a boy and disdained him, asking, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with
sticks?” He saw him as someone that he could so easily kill, and he cursed David by his gods.
b. How did David contrast Goliath’s weapons with his own?
He said Goliath came to him with a sword and spear and javelin, but he came in the name of the
LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel. He saw Goliath as someone who came with material
weapons, but he had the living God on his side to give him victory over Goliath.
10. David said in verse 47: “the LORD saves not with sword and spear.” The world
depends on physical weapons to fight their battles. But God has provided a weapon
that far out-weighs anything the world has to offer.
a. What weapon has God given you? See Ephesians 6:17.
The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
b. How is this weapon different from physical weapons? See Hebrews 4:12.
It is God’s living and active word. It is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces to the division
of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Physical
weapons cannot do that.
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11. How did David prevail over the Philistine and why was he successful?
He killed Goliath and cut off his head. He prevailed with a sling and a stone and the power of God,
for he knew the battle was the LORD’s.
12. What was the result of David’s obedience to the LORD for the entire Israelite
army?
When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. The men of Israel and Judah
pursued the Philistines and the wounded Philistines fell on the way as far as Gath. The people of
Israel plundered the Philistine camp.
13. What character qualities do you see David exhibit in 1 Samuel 17 that would
prove him to be a “man after God’s own heart” and fit to become ruler of Israel?
Obedience to his earthly father; courage in the face of danger; leadership among men; determination to
bring honor to and knowledge of God to those around him; knowing that God would be with him
and to deliver him in battle; obedience to God, knowing the battle was God’s and using the weapons
He provided.
14. Of the above character qualities, which one would you like to see developed more
fully in your own life and how can you do that?
Read Psalm 36.
It is not known when this Davidic psalm was written or under what circumstances,
though it could have been in response to the events of 1 Samuel 17.
Psalm 36
1 Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart;
there is no fear of God before his eyes.
2 For he flatters himself in his own eyes
that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.
3 The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit;
he has ceased to act wisely and do good.
4 He plots trouble while on his bed;
he sets himself in a way that is not good; he does not reject evil.
5 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you save, O LORD.
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7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
8 They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9 For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.
10 Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you,
and your righteousness to the upright of heart!
11 Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me,
nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
12 There the evildoers lie fallen; they are thrust down, unable to rise.
15. Highlight in yellow David’s descriptions of the ungodly.
16. What characteristic about the ungodly stands out in your thinking and why?
The ungodly do not fear God—this is why he does evil, thinking there is no accountability for his
actions.
17. Highlight in blue David’s descriptions of God and His ways.
18. Note David’s request of God in Psalm 36:11. Why might David ask such a thing
in view of the events of 1 Samuel 17?
David prayed that arrogance (pride) would not come upon him. He had done a great thing by God’s
empowerment by killing Goliath. Satan tempts with pride when something great in man’s eyes has
happened, to take credit for themselves and not give God the glory.
19. How can considering this psalm of David help you when you are tempted in this
same way?

20. In this lesson, we see that God gave David the courage to stand firm in the face of
danger, and how David trusted God, knowing the battle was the LORD’s.
a. What are some difficult or overwhelming situations in your life?

b. What will you do to stand firm and trust God in the midst of them?
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Discovering God in the Psalms
This is a full and inspiring look into selected psalms from the book
of Psalms. It provides the student with heightened awareness of
David and other psalmists as people with feelings and struggles,
and it portrays their close intimate relationship with God. Students
can easily relate to the psalmists as they study and grow in their
walk with God.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 24 lessons and uses the English Standard
Version of the Bible for its text. It is an inductive study of one or
two selected psalms in each lesson and doesn’t attempt to cover the
entire book. Studying these psalms is refreshing and uplifting as
well as something everyone can identify with.
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Lesson 22
Psalm 139
Meditation
'Twas from thy hand, my God, I came, A work of such a curious frame
By thee my growing parts were named, And what thy sovereign counsels framedThe breathing lungs, the beating heart-Was copied with unerring art
At last, to show my Maker's name, God stamped his image on my frame,
And in some unknown moment joined, The finished members to the mind.
There the young seeds of thought began, And all the passions of the man:
Great God, our infant nature pays, Immortal tribute to thy praise.
Lord, since in my advancing age, I've acted on life's busy stage,
Thy thoughts of love to me surmount, The power of numbers to recount.
I could survey the ocean o'er, And count each sand that makes the shore,
Before my swiftest thoughts could trace, The num'rous wonders of thy grace.
These on my heart are still impressed, With these I give my eyes to rest;
And at my waking hour I find, God and his love possess my mind.
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

Prayer
Teach me to behold my Creator,
His ability to save,
His arms outstretched,
His heart big for me.
~Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions~
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To get a broad view of this week’s lesson, read Psalm 139.
This psalm celebrates the inseparable relationship between God and you—His child.
Because He has searched you completely, He is able to direct and protect every aspect
of your life. As your trust in Him grows, your desire for Him to guide your life will
grow as well.

1. Would you be uncomfortable if someone appeared at your door asking to search
your house? What would it take to make you agreeable to their search?

Psalm 139:1-4
1
O LORD, you have searched me and known me!
2
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts
from afar.
3
You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all
my ways.
4
Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it
altogether.

2. To “search” means to examine with great care in order to gain knowledge.
Highlight in green the things God knows about you.

 3. What do these verses tell you about how much God sees what you do?

He knows when I am resting or moving. To know “my path” means that He knows where I am
going. Since He is “acquainted with all my ways”/He knows everything I do!

 4. What do verses 2 and 4 tell you about the extent to which God knows your

thoughts?
To discern means to figure out or discover. It says my thoughts can never be far enough away from
Him. He knows what I am going to say even before I say it. That tells me that He is aware of my
thought processes – what I am planning in my mind.
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5. Even with His entire creation to superintend, these verses reveal that God takes
great interest in your life. How does that make you feel (comfortable, or
uncomfortable) as you consider His concern for you personally?

Psalm 139:5-12
5
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.
7
Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your
presence?
8
If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are
there!
9
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea,
10
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.
11
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be
night,”
12
even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for
darkness is as light with you.
After presenting God’s complete knowledge of you, the psalm then illustrates God’s
complete presence with you.

 6. Verses 5 and 6 are a very personal and reassuring portrayal of God’s presence in
your life.

a. The definition for “hem” is to encircle, or place borders around. What are the
benefits in your life as God “hems you in, behind and before?” See also Psalm 3:3;
34:7.
He is a shield about me. He camps around me and delivers me. God is my personal barrier that
keeps me safe and in His care. Nothing can touch me without going through Him.
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b. In the Old Testament, laying one’s hand upon someone was often done when
conferring a blessing upon them. It was a sign of approval and favor. As you read
verse 5 along with verse 10, what does it mean that God lays His hand upon you?
He has chosen to grant me His support and favor. He leads me through life. He is covering me with
His love and protection. I am the recipient of His personal touch. It makes me feel chosen by Him. I
feel protected and comforted.

7. King David records his response to God’s personal presence in his life in verse 6.
Meditate on this verse and record your own response below.

The truth of God’s complete presence in our lives is then more fully explored by
David as he asks the question: Is there any place that I can go that God cannot or will
not go?

 8. When asking “Where shall I flee from your Spirit?” various dimensions are
investigated.

a. Match the verses from the text with each dimension below.
Dimension
In my death, You are there. (Sheol means place of the dead)
I can be anywhere physically on this earth, and You will be there.
When I am in great trouble (darkness), You are there.

Verses
____8
____9-10
____11-12

b. In which of these dimensions are you most thankful for God’s presence in your
life?
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9. This passage is a powerful example in Scripture of God’s attribute of
omnipresence, which means God is present everywhere.

a. What does His presence everywhere allow Him to do? See Colossians 1:17.

Hold all things together

b. How does that make you feel when things seem to be falling apart in your life?

Psalm 139:13-18
13
For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s
womb.
14
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your
works; my soul knows it very well.
15
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16
Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every
one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was
none of them.
17
How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of
them!
18
If I would count them, they are more than the sand. I awake, and I am still
with you.
The psalm now moves to contemplating God’s loving care and control over you
before you were born.

10. Highlight in pink the personal pronouns my, me, and I.

Highlight in blue descriptions of God’s great personal care in creating you.
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 11. What insights do the phrases you highlighted in blue, give you about God’s

sovereignty and on-going role in natural processes?
God is actively and personally working in the midst of the processes of nature. He is not idly standing
by and watching – He is initiating and controlling the natural forces which He instituted.

 12. What does the use of so many personal pronouns (highlighted in pink) in this
context indicate as to when you became a person?
I became a person as He was forming me in the womb.

13. When did God create His personal plan for your life?
Before even one of my days of existence

14. These verses clearly show God’s personal touch in how a baby is formed in the
womb.

a. What perspective does that give you about your own physical characteristics?
God made me the way I am – short legs, big nose and all!
b. What do these verses teach you about how we should view children with “birth
defects”? See also Exodus 4:10-11; John 9:1-3.
God purposefully made them as they are. It is God’s plan for their lives to be used by Him in the way
that they were created by Him. God can display His works in them.

 15. What evidence of God’s care and control over the life of an unborn child in

Psalm 139:13-16 can be used in support of the pro-life position?
God is carefully forming each baby in the womb with His own hands. The use of personal pronouns
referring to the unborn is clear indication of personhood. God already has a plan for each person
before they are born. Even if he/she might be born with “birth defects,” He can use this child for His
glory. It was David in that womb, not something that would someday become David.
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16. King David breaks into praise once more in verses 17-18 over God’s loving care
and control in the early stages of his life. Record your words of praise to your
Heavenly Father as you reflect on His care in creating you.

Psalm 139:19-24
19
Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God! O men of blood, depart from
me!
20
They speak against you with malicious intent; your enemies take your
name in vain.
21
Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? And do I not loathe those
who rise up against you?
22
I hate them with complete hatred; I count them my enemies.
23
Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts!
24
And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting!

17. Highlight in yellow the offenses against God.

18. Why do you think David would express such great anger after extolling God’s
loving care for him?
David loves His God very much. He is very aware of God’s love for him. Anyone who would
demonstrate such hatred and disrespect for his loving/sovereign God is wicked and deserves to be
destroyed.
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 19. David asks God to search his heart and thoughts.
a. What do you think it means when he asked “see if there be any grievous way in
me”?
He is expressing a desire for God to point out any sin in his heart.
b. Why is this important to do in your life? See 1 John 1:8-9.
If we don’t recognize sin in our lives, we are deceiving ourselves – we are not living by the truth. If we
acknowledge and confess our sins, we will be forgiven by God and He will cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

20. David’s final request was for God to lead him “in the way everlasting.” David’s

trust in God’s care for his life led him to submit to His direction. How has your trust
in God’s care for you grown as you studied this passage? Is it your desire that your
Heavenly Father would search your heart and direct your life? If so, pray verse 24 for
yourself right now, confessing your sins and allowing God to speak to your heart
about His plans for you.

21. What did you discover about God in this lesson?
Discovery:

God knows everything about me – even my thoughts.
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Life of Jesus
The study of the Life of Jesus sheds light on the extraordinary life
of Jesus as He lived on earth. As students study His life, they will
be reminded of the amazing way He impacted the world and
secured their eternal salvation. They will be inspired by His
character, and will grow in their knowledge and love for Jesus.
They will come to know Him as Messiah, the Son of God, the
sacrificed Lamb, and Savior of the world.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 25 lessons and uses the New
International Version of the Bible for its text. The Life of Jesus is a
topical study which covers His life chronologically through the four
gospels. When covering a certain narrative or concept, the student
is asked to read through all the gospel accounts, making this a
comprehensive way of studying all the gospels. Some passages are
printed within the lesson if the student is asked specifically to
highlight; otherwise, students use their own Bible.
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Lesson 10
Jesus Teaches on Discipleship
Meditation
God does not demand that we give up our personal dignity, that we throw in our lot
with random people, that we lose ourselves and turn from all that is not him. God
needs nothing, asks nothing, and demands nothing, like the stars. It is a life with God
which demands these things.
Experience has taught the race that if knowledge of God is the end, then these habits
of life are not the means but the condition in which the means operates. You do not
have to do these things; not at all. God does not, I regret to report, give a hoot. You
do not have to do these things—unless you want to know God. They work on you,
not on him.
You do not have to sit outside in the dark. If, however, you want to look at the stars,
you will find that darkness is necessary. But the stars neither require nor demand it.
~Teaching a Stone to Talk~ by Annie Dillard

Prayer
Oh eternal God, sanctify my body and soul, my thoughts and my intentions, my
words and actions, that whatsoever I shall think, or speak, or do, may be by me
designed for the glory of your name, and by your blessing may it be effective in your
work. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Jeremy Taylor
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Throughout His ministry, Jesus called people to be His disciples. He taught that a
disciple is called to follow Him no matter the cost. He summed up His teaching on
discipleship in the Great Commission when He commanded His followers to go into
all the world and make disciples, teaching them to obey everything He had told them.
The Meaning of Discipleship
Read Matthew 4:18-20; Luke 5:27-28; John 1:43-48.

1. What is the two-word invitation Jesus often used when calling people to be His

disciples?
Follow me.

2. How did the people in the verses above respond to His invitation?
Peter and Andrew At once they left their nets and followed
Levi (Matthew)

He got up and followed and left everything

Philip

Shared the news with Nathaneal and said, “come and see”

 3. What do you think they understood about Jesus that caused them to respond in

this way?
They must have been able to see that He was unique. They may not have realized at this time that
He was the Son of God, but they were aware of His teaching (Matt. 4:23) and some of His works
enough to know He was intriguing to them. God chose them, John 15:16, and the Holy Spirit led
them.

 4. From a dictionary, define the word disciple. From Luke 6:40 and John 13:15-17,
define biblical discipleship.
A learner—one who embraces and assists in spreading the teaching of another
Jesus taught by sermons and by example that a disciple is a follower, one who observes and obeys
everything Jesus taught.
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 5. Jesus taught discipleship to His followers throughout His ministry. He also

demonstrated His teaching by His example. From the verses below, what specific
principle of discipleship did He repeatedly model in word and deed?
Matthew 23:11-12 To be great – be a servant
Matthew 25:35-40 Minister to the hungry, thirsty, sick, in prison
John 12:26

Whoever serves me must follow me

John 13:5-17

Washed His disciples’ feet – an example of serving

 6. Jesus also described the inward character of a disciple. From the verses below,
what inner qualities of discipleship did Jesus teach?
Matthew 5:8

Pure heart

Matthew 7:1

Not judgmental

Mark 11:25

Forgiving

Luke 14:7-11

Humble

 7. Which one of these qualities of discipleship (from the question above) will you
cultivate in your life?

The Cost of Discipleship

8. What are the sacrifices a disciple will make to follow Jesus? See Matthew 10:37-42;
16:24-25.
Deny himself, take up his cross, lose his life for Christ’s sake and the gospel, follow Him, give a cup
of cold water to a little one, receive Christ, follow Him, count the cost of giving everything up

 9. Jesus’ command to “deny self” describes a life without self-centered thoughts or

actions, striving to follow Him. What practical action can followers take to obey this
command?
Give up their personal “rights,” seek to put others first, give all for the sake of the gospel, serve others
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 10. What do you think it means to “take up your cross”?
Be willing to endure suffering for the sake of following Jesus.

 11. What does the true disciple lose and what does he gain when he chooses to
follow Jesus?

Lose: His own life which is denying himself and taking up his cross
Gain: God’s purpose, joy, and reward – true worth

 12. Jesus also taught that His followers should practice spiritual disciplines. What did
He teach about the following?

a. The Word of God (Matthew 4:4)
Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.
b. Prayer (Matthew 21:22)
If you believe you will receive whatever you ask for.
c. Worship (John 4:23-24)
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers
must worship in spirit and in truth.
d. Fasting (Matthew 6:17-18)
But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that
you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you.

 13. What does being a follower of Jesus mean to you? What choices will you make to
personally deny yourself, take up your cross, and lose your life to follow Him?
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The Heart of Discipleship
Before people can truly begin to follow Jesus they need to realize how much Jesus
loves them, and to comprehend the first and greatest commandment which is to love
the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. Discipleship flows
out of the understanding that God loves us, and our response is to love and obey
Him.
Read John 15:4-17.

14. In John, Jesus gave an example of true discipleship in the illustration of the vine
and the branches.

a. What must a disciple do to bear fruit?
Remain in Him
b. What command was Jesus teaching?
Love each other as I have loved you
c. What is the relationship between Jesus and a disciple who obeys His commands?
No longer a servant, but a friend
d. What are the long-term results for a disciple’s obedience?
They will bear fruit that will last, the Father will give them whatever they ask in His name

15. How will true disciples be known? See John 13:34-35; 14:23-24.
They will obey His teaching, be loved by the Father, and will love one another.
16. How has true discipleship been modeled to you?

Read Luke 6:27-38.

17. Because they have experienced the Father’s love, the followers of Jesus are to

reflect that love to others. What are the commands that describe the way a follower
of Jesus will love those who are hard to love?
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who
mistreat you. Turn the other cheek, give your cloak and your tunic, give to everyone who asks, do to
others as you would have them do to you, do not condemn, forgive, give.
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 18. What do these outward actions of loving one another demonstrate about the

heart of the true disciple?
True discipleship flows out of a love relationship with Jesus and loving others out of obedience to His
commands.

19. In obedience to God’s commands, how will you choose to love those whom you
would rather reject?

20. Do a Word Study on a word of your choice from this lesson and record what you
learn in the following table. (You will find further instruction on Word Studies in the
Reference Section of this study)
Scripture

Observation

 21. How are you challenged and encouraged by studying these actions of a true

disciple? What is one specific action of following Jesus you will incorporate into your
life?
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Luke
This study of the third Gospel in the New Testament focuses on the amazing life of Jesus. It
gives insights into His mission for the world, His teaching, and His heart for the sick, the
lost, and the outcasts.
Logistics of this study:
This study consists of 24 lessons and uses the English Standard Version of the Bible for its
text. It is an inductive study with one lesson for each chapter. The chapters in Luke include
parables, miracles, illustrations, confrontations, prophecies, and instruction leading to
discovery in each lesson exploring the life of Jesus and the principles for living that He
demonstrated.
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Lesson 7
Luke 7

Meditation
I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold;
I’d rather be His than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or land;
I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand:
Than to be the king of a vast domain or be held in sin’s dread sway!
I’d rather have Jesus than anything this world affords today.
I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause;
I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause;
I’d rather have Jesus than world-wide fame;
I’d rather be true to His holy name:
He’s fairer than lilies of rarest bloom;
He’s sweeter than honey from out of the comb;
He’s all that my hungering spirit needs—
I’d rather have Jesus and let Him lead.
Mrs. Rhea F. Miller (1894–1966)

Prayer
I praise You that Christ is not a weak person outside me, but a tremendous
power inside me…that through Him I am competent to cope with life, to do Your
will, to love with Your love, to be more than a conqueror.

Ruth Myers ~31 Days of Praise~
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In this chapter, we follow Jesus as He began to reveal more fully that He was the
Messiah. He demonstrated His power and authority as He provided both physical and
spiritual healing to those who had faith in Him. He further proved His divine identity
by raising a widow’s son from the dead, and reassuring the doubting heart of the
imprisoned John the Baptist.
Read Luke 7:1-10.
In Jesus’ travels, He continued to demonstrate through His healings that He was the
awaited Messiah.

1. When Jesus entered Capernaum, a message was sent to Him from a centurion who
lived there. Centurions were Roman officers with 100 soldiers under their command.

a. What character qualities do you see in this centurion?
He highly valued his servant, he knew of Jesus and His power to heal, he was a friend of the Jews, he
loved the Jews’ nation, he built the Jews a synagogue, he was humble, he had faith.

b. The centurion’s servant was sick and at the point of death. What more do you
learn about his servant’s condition from Matthew 8:6?
He was paralyzed and suffering terribly.

2. The centurion sent elders of the Jews to Jesus to ask Him to come to his house; but
when Jesus was almost there, He received a second message from the centurion.

a. What reason did he have for not coming to Jesus himself?
I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, so I didn’t presume to come to you.

b. How do you see the centurion’s faith as he compared his authority with the
authority of Jesus?
He demonstrated faith by believing that Jesus had authority to just speak the word, and his servant
would be healed, as he himself had authority to command those under him and they would do it.

3. This Roman centurion was a Gentile, raised and living in a pagan culture. What did
Jesus say to the crowd about the centurion, and why do you think Jesus marveled at
him?
“I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.”
Jesus marveled because the centurion believed in the authority of Jesus’ Word. Many people in Israel
just wanted to watch Jesus perform miracles, but this man didn’t even need Jesus to be there
physically; he simply believed.
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4. What was the result for the servant?
Jesus healed the servant for they found him well.

5. When have you had an opportunity to exercise great faith in a difficult situation?

Read Luke 7:11-17.

6. Jesus continued His travels to Nain, along with a great crowd.
a. What did Jesus encounter at the gate of the town?
He encountered a funeral procession of a man, the only son of a widow.

b. What do you notice about Jesus’ character as He encountered the procession?
He had compassion for the mother, who was a widow and with her only son dead, would have no
support; He told her not to weep, indicating she could have hope for He was about to do something for
her; healing power for the man; life.

c. What did Jesus do for the widow?
He raised her son from the dead.

7. “Fear seized them all and they glorified God.”
a. What did they witness which caused them to fear?
They recognized the power of Jesus, who could raise the dead with a touch and a word.

b. As the crowd glorified God, what did they recognize about Jesus?
They recognized Him as a prophet who had risen among them.
Read Luke 7:18-35.

8. John the Baptist had been in prison for some time. Although John had been getting
reports about all Jesus was doing, he wanted assurance from Jesus that He was indeed
the Messiah. He sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus: “Are you the one who is to
come, or shall we look for another?”

a. Why do you think John would now want assurance of who Jesus was?
He was discouraged and confused which caused him to doubt; wondered why he was suffering in
prison, and why Jesus wasn’t helping him.
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b. What message did Jesus send back to John?
“…the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by
me.”

c. How would this message from Jesus give John assurance that He was the Messiah?

Jesus gave evidence of what He was doing; He gave practical proofs of what the Messiah was foretold
He would do. Jesus also said John would be blessed (happy) when not offended by or doubting Jesus.
This must have been a great comfort to him.

9. Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John. He spoke of him as a strong
messenger of God (a “prophet”) who was not easily shaken by the comments or
ridicule of others (a “reed shaken by the wind”). How did Jesus publicly commend
John?
He said John was more than a prophet, he was God’s messenger sent before to prepare the way for
Jesus; of those born of women, John was the greatest.

When Jesus described John as “more than a prophet,” it was because he was the one
who announced the arrival of the Messiah. In contrast, the Old Testament prophets
prophesied about the Messiah who was still to come. Jesus’ statement—the one who is
“least in the kingdom of God” is greater than John—refers to all believers. Believers
since John are considered “greater” because we are a part of the new covenant and
have a clearer understanding of what Jesus came to earth to accomplish for us. We
also have the Holy Spirit within us, helping us to understand God and His Word.

10. There were two groups of people in the crowd—those who were baptized by
John and those who were not. Who were these two groups, and how did they
respond to Jesus’ words?
Those baptized by John: all the people and the tax collectors—declared God just.
Those not baptized by John: the Pharisees and lawyers—rejected the purpose of God for themselves.
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11. Jesus exposed the sinful hearts of those who rejected God by comparing them to
children sitting in the marketplace who were dissatisfied with any song they heard.

a. Like the children, how did the people express their rejection of both John the
Baptist and the Son of Man?
They said John the Baptist had a demon and the Son of Man was a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners. They weren’t happy with either of them or what they taught.

b. How did their rejection keep them from seeing the truth of what Jesus and John
were teaching about the kingdom of God?
Stubbornness and wanting your own way blinds people from seeing truth.

12. When people reject God, they reject the very wisdom God provides. They
become dissatisfied and critical of anything having to do with God. The Pharisees
became good at justifying their own wisdom and ways of doing things. We, too, can
become good at justifying our own wisdom and rejecting what God says. Think of a
time when this happened to you. How did you recognize this and come back to the
truth?

Read Luke 7:36-50.
Jesus was willing to go into the homes of many different people—whether they were
His followers, or tax collectors and Pharisees.

13. A Pharisee named Simon invited Jesus to his home for a meal. A woman showed
up. Who was she and what did she begin to do?
A woman of the city, a sinner, came to Jesus as He was reclining at table. She brought an alabaster
flask of ointment, and she wet His feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and
kissed His feet and anointed them with the ointment.

14. How did Simon’s thoughts reveal his inaccurate view of Jesus?
Simon thought that Jesus couldn’t be a prophet, because He didn’t seem to know that this woman
was a sinner and therefore should not have let her touch Him.
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15. After reading Simon’s mind, Jesus proceeded to tell a parable.
a. What do you think is the main point of this parable?
The one who is forgiven much loves much.

b. Why do you think this was a good parable for Simon to hear?
He was so focused on the woman’s sin that he didn’t see his own sin.

16. How did the statements Jesus made regarding what the woman gave and what

Simon did not give further explain His parable?
She loved Jesus much for His love and forgiveness to her, and Simon did not love Jesus much because
he rejected his need of forgiveness.

17. Jesus was willing to heal people—whether of their physical needs or spiritual
needs. Both Simon and the woman needed spiritual healing.

a. The woman must have already heard Jesus preach and came to Him with a
repentant heart. How was she healed spiritually?
Jesus forgave her sins.

b. Why did Simon not receive spiritual healing from Jesus?
He was unrepentant and blind to his own need of forgiveness.

18. How did the people at the table respond to Jesus’ remarks to the woman?
They questioned who Jesus was that He could forgive sins.

19. The woman recognized her sin and received Jesus’ gracious gift of forgiveness.
This is another sign of the Messiah, that only He can forgive sins. She openly
expressed her gratitude to Jesus, even in front of a crowd that she knew would not
accept her. Jesus sent her away in peace. How do you recognize your sin and need for
forgiveness? How can you show your gratitude to God for forgiving you?
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Romans
The study takes the student into the rich, doctrinal book of
Romans. This book, written by Paul, teaches the foundations of the
Christian faith. By studying this book students will find that truth is
revealed to them, and as they apply these truths their lives will be
transformed.
Logistics of this study:
This study consists of 23 lessons and uses the English Standard
Version of the Bible as its text. The passage for each lesson is
included within the lesson with questions following. Highlighting
questions ask for the student to observe the passage by identifying
specific words and phrases. The doctrines in Romans are
emphasized and studied in depth, bringing out the richness of
God’s sovereignty.
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L E S S ON 2 0
ROMANS 13

ME DITAT IO N & P R AY ER
What an unexpected compliment to us
that the Creator of the universe
has gone to such great lengths,
at such personal sacrifice,
to prepare a place for us
where we can behold and
participate in his glory.
Randy Alcorn - Heaven

O God, I have tasted Your goodness, and it has both satisfied me and made me thirsty for
more…O God, the Triune God, I want to want you; I long to be filled with longing…Show
me Your glory I pray, so that I may know You indeed…Give me grace to rise and follow You
up from this misty lowland where I have wandered so long…In Jesus’ name, Amen.
A.W. Tozer - The Pursuit of God
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Paul addresses those living under the rule of the powerful governing authority of
Rome. The believers, with their new understanding that Jesus Christ is King of kings
and Lord of lords, had difficulty submitting to the heathen Roman rule they were
required to live under. Paul recognizes that they need correction and addresses it in
this chapter.

READ ROMANS 13:1-2
¹ Let

every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. ²
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those
who resist will incur judgment.

āċ

Highlight in green the word authority and in blue references to God.

Ăċ What phrases in this passage state clearly where authority originates, and why do
you think it would be foolish to resist it?

 “Every person” is included in this command.
ċ How are people to respond to governing authorities, and what will happen to
those who refuse to submit?
ċ Since we know that God places our governing officers in authority, how can this
impact our responses to their decisions and laws?

c. What should this inspire us as believers to do?

4. When would it be appropriate to not submit to human authorities? Why? See Acts
5:27-29.

Lesson 20
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READ ROMANS 13:3-5
3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of
the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval,
4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s
wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid
God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience.

5. Highlight in pink words that refer to good things and in yellow words that refer to bad
things.
6. What influences a person’s fear of those in authority and why?

7. How are those in authority described, and what is their duty toward those who are
under them?

 “Subjection” means to place ourselves under authority. Peter also taught about
subjection to those in authority. See 1 Peter 2:13-17.
ċ Who did Peter mention as governing authorities?

ċ How did he instruct people to live?

 In this passage, those in authority are God’s servants who carry out punishment
(wrath) on wrongdoers. Choosing to be in subjection to authority protects a person
from punishment and allows for a clear conscience.
ċ How would you describe someone who is not subject to authority?

ċ Why would these actions bring about this wrath of God?

ċ How does submitting to authority contribute to a clear conscience?
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 The command to be in subjection to the governing authorities impacts our lives
today.
ċ In addition to the government, who in your life has authority over you?

b. It can be difficult to submit to authority, especially if we are not in agreement.
Describe a time when it was difficult for you to submit to the authority in your life.

c. How has choosing to be in subjection enabled you to avoid punishment and have
a clean conscience before the Lord?

READ ROMANS 13:6-10
6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God,
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor
to whom honor is owed.
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any
other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the
law.

 Highlight in orange the words “you shall not” and in pink the word love.
 Paul uses the example of paying taxes to illustrate a specific area in which they were
to submit to governing authorities.
ċ What reason did Paul give for people to pay their taxes?

ċ Why do you think this was a good illustration for him to use?

ċ What else are people to “pay” to the governing authorities?

Lesson 20
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 Jesus also taught specifically about paying taxes to the government. See Matthew
22:17-21.
ċ What did Jesus say when the Pharisees asked if it was lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar?
ċ What do you think Jesus’ statement means?

 In addition to commands regarding outward obedience and subjection to authority,
Paul takes his directive one step further when he addresses the inward role of the
heart in submission. He commands us to “love” all people.
ċ What commandments did Paul point out in his admonition to love, and why do you
think he chose these?

ċ How does the command to “love your neighbor” sum up the commandments he
listed and fulfill the law? See also Matthew 22:36-40.

ċ What is one thing you can do to love your neighbor as yourself?

READ ROMANS 13:11-14
11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone;
the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor
of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not
in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

15. Highlight in green opposites.
16. Paul states that the time of salvation is near. Believers had already experienced the
saving grace of Jesus Christ, leading to salvation (Romans 1:16), so what did he mean
by the statement “salvation is nearer to us now”? See Luke 21:27-28; Romans 8:23-24.

17. What specifically is listed in this passage that believers are to “cast off,” and what are
they to “put on” as they wait for this time?
Cast off:
Put on:
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Lesson 7

 17. What encouragement do you receive knowing that God Himself justifies the
believer? How will this help you as you live your daily life by faith?

 18. After studying this week's passage, what do you see as the main point or points?
Summarize in as few words as possible to help you remember the passage.
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E phesians
This is an inductive study observing, interpreting and applying small passages
from the book of Ephesians. In the first three chapters it delves into doctrinal
truths which are foundational for every believer. In the last three chapters it
challenges the student with practical instruction on how to live out their life in
Christ, based upon that doctrine. After studying the book of Ephesians, people
will come away “rooted and grounded” in God’s Word, and will come to
experience the “breadth and length and height and depth” of the love of Christ
that surpasses knowledge.
Logistics of this study:
This study consists of 23 lessons, and uses the English Standard Version of
the Bible for its text. Lesson 1 is an introduction to the study with
historical information about Paul. Lesson 2 is an overview of the book.
Beginning in Lesson 3, scripture passages are printed within the lesson with
questions following. Studying small sections of Scripture allows the student
to dig into and truly understand each verse.
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[Sample: Answers edition for leaders]

Ephesians 2:8-10

Meditation
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,
Yonder on Calvary's mount out-poured,
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.
Dark is the stain that we cannot hide,
What can avail to wash it away?
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide;
Whiter than snow you may be today.
Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,
Freely bestowed on all who believe;
You that are longing to see his face,
Will you this moment his grace receive?
Grace, grace, God's grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
grace, grace, God's grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin.
Julia H. Johnston (1911)

Prayer
Lord God, we thank You for Your word. It is a lamp to our feet and a light to our
way. We pray that You would reveal Yourself to us as the God of grace; that You
would reveal the way of salvation, which is the way of grace; that You would enable
us to trust in the One who is the only hope of salvation, that is, Your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ; and that in all these things You would be glorified. This we ask in Jesus'
name. Amen.
J. Ligon Duncan
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Ephesians 2:8-10
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
8

We have learned that because of original sin, all mankind is born dead to God. But
God, being rich in mercy and great love, provided a way for us to be made alive
together with Christ and raised us up with Him in the heavenly places. In Ephesians
2:5, Paul inserted the phrase “…by grace you have been saved...” He now returns to
expand upon that statement.
Ephesians 2:8a
For by grace you have been saved through faith.

8

1. Observe verse 8a above and answer the following questions.
a. By what have you been saved?
grace

b. Through what have you been saved?
faith

2. When believers speak of their decision to place their faith in Christ, they often say
they have been “saved.” Ephesians 2:8 uses this word to describe what happens when
we enter God’s family, and it has a profound meaning. The word translated “saved”
means being rescued from great danger. What danger does mankind need to be saved
from? See Ephesians 2:1; Colossians 3:6.
Mankind is dead in their trespasses and sins. God’s wrath is coming on account of that.

The grace of God is His goodness bestowed upon those who deserve punishment.
Because of God’s great love for us, He provided a way for us to be saved from the
penalty of our trespasses and sins. The grace of God compelled Him to offer His
favor and kindness to us while we were still sinners. His plan for our salvation
included the greatest acts of kindness imaginable. The details of God’s grace bestowed
upon us for our salvation are staggering!
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3. Read the following verses in the chart below, and identify the actions that show
God’s great grace, which Christ performed for the salvation of mankind. Take time to
reflect upon these actions, and record your personal response as you consider that by
His grace He did these things for you!
Verse
Philippians
2:5-7

Actions of Christ
Being fully God, Christ gave up His privileges in heaven and made Himself
nothing, taking the form of a servant, taking the form of a man.

Luke
22:41-44

Jesus prayed that His upcoming task of dying for our sins might be removed from
Him, but He was willing to do it if it was God’s will. He was in such agony that
His sweat became like great drops of blood.
Jesus was stripped of His clothes and given a scarlet robe, and a crown of thorns.
Then the soldiers mocked Him, spit on Him and beat Him.

Matthew
27:27-30
2 Corinthians
5:21

God made Christ, who knew no sin, to become sin for us.

Matthew
27:46

God the Father had to temporarily forsake Jesus while He was on the cross.

Romans
5:8

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

My Response:

4. We were “saved” as a result of those great actions of God’s grace. From the verses
in Romans 5 below, identify the specific results of God’s grace in our salvation.
5:9 We have been justified by His blood and saved from the wrath of God.
5:10 While we were enemies of God we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.
5:17 We have the gift of righteousness through Jesus Christ our Lord.
5:21 We have eternal life.
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You have been “saved through faith.” Faith is the instrument through which we
receive our salvation. We sometimes think that exercising faith means trying to
sincerely believe in something, which cannot be proven. The faith through which we
are saved is far from that. The Greek word translated as “faith” literally means to
place your trust in something because you are convinced of its truth.

5. Saving faith is based upon truth. According to Romans 10:17, how is the believer
able to gather the truth needed in order to develop saving faith?
First we must hear the truth, and the truth is found in the word of Christ. We must listen to the
truth found in the Bible.

6. The truth needed for saving faith is found in the gospel message.
a. Using Ephesians 2:1-2 and 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, write out the truths of the gospel
message which lead to salvation.
All are dead in trespasses and sins, following Satan and the course of this world. Christ died for our
sins, He was buried, and He was raised on the third day.

b. According to Romans 10:9-10, what is the role which our faith plays when
confronted with that truth.
It is belief in our heart that causes us to be saved. Confessing this truth with our mouth proves that
we have saving faith.

7. Saving faith has always been based upon unwavering trust in God because a person
is convinced of the truth of His word. See Romans 4:20-25.

a. Why was Abraham’s faith counted to him as righteousness?
No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God. He was fully convinced that God was
able to do what He had promised.

b. We must have the same kind of unwavering faith in order to be counted as
righteous. What is the truth we must place our trust in?
It is our belief in Him who raised Jesus our Lord up from the dead; who was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification.
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8. The familiar verse below beautifully expresses the very same message we have
studied in Ephesians 2:8a. From what you have learned about grace and faith,
highlight in blue words which speak of God’s grace, and in green words which speak
of our faith.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.

9. Is there someone for whom you have been praying to be “saved”? Do you know
for sure that they have heard the gospel message? How will you share the gospel
message with them?

Ephesians 2:8-9
8
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

10. Observe verses 8-9 above and answer the following questions.
a. What is not your own doing?
being saved

b. Who gives the gift of being saved?
God

c. What does not result in salvation, and what does that prevent?
works, so no one may boast
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11. Your salvation “is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” Read the passage
below and highlight in green the words “free gift,” in yellow the results of one man’s
trespass and disobedience, and in blue the results of God’s free gift.
Romans 5:15-19
15
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that
one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but
the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one
man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through
the one man Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all
men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by
the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's
obedience the many will be made righteous.

12. The Romans passage above, clearly teaches that our salvation is a free gift from
God.

a. What did God’s free gift save you from?
condemnation and death

b. What did God’s free gift provide for your salvation?
justification and righteousness which leads to life

13. Our salvation is “not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” See 2 Timothy
1:9.

a. What part did our good works play in our salvation?
God saved us and called us not because of our works.

b. For what reasons did God save us?
because of His own purpose and grace

c. When did God save us, and how does that give proof that we have no reason to
boast in our salvation?
Our salvation was secured by God before the ages began—before any of us were born. This eliminates
any credit we could take for our salvation.
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14. Because of God’s grace through faith, His gift of salvation has been provided for
you! Read Galatians 2:20-21 and write it out, making it your own personal declaration
of the gift of God’s grace and faith at work in your life.

15. God’s great gift of salvation to us was conceived and carried out by the grace of

God. The truth of the gospel message compels us to place our faith in Him. Since we
did not do anything to earn our salvation, we should not fear that we can do anything
to lose it. God has placed us in His family. Our salvation is eternally secure. How
does John 10:27-29 explain this?
We have heard the voice of Jesus. He knows who His chosen ones are, and we have followed Him.
Jesus is the one who has given us eternal life; and because of this, we have complete assurance that we
will never perish. We are in Jesus’ hands and no one can steal us away from Him. Because God is
the One who has given us to Jesus, and no one is greater than God, no one (not even our own self) has
the power to take us from Him.
Ephesians 2:10
10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

16. Observe verse 10 above and answer the following questions.
a. What descriptive name have we been given?
His workmanship

b. For what purpose were we created in Christ Jesus?
good works

c. Who prepared our good works, and when?
God prepared them beforehand.

d. What are we to do with our good works?
We should walk in them.
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It is very clear that our good works have no part in our salvation. Now we will see
that good works are still part of God’s plan for us. We were created in Christ Jesus to
walk in good works. Discovering what those good works are is not as difficult as it
may seem.

17. We are God’s “workmanship.” This word means something that is composed or
constructed, a design produced by an artisan. It was sometimes used when speaking
about a statue, a song, a piece of architecture, a poem, or a painting. In this case, it is
talking about you!

a. What are some personal abilities and strengths that God has given you, and what
are some abilities and strengths, which He has not?

b. How can taking your personal abilities and strengths, as well as your weaknesses

into consideration help you to discern the good works He has prepared for you to
walk in?

18. God has also “prepared beforehand” the good works themselves for each one of
us to do. In order for us to discover the good works He has prepared for us, He puts
us in specific places and presents us with specially designed opportunities.

a. What is an example from your life when it was very apparent to you that God had
prepared a good work for you to do in that place under those circumstances?
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b. How does believing that God prepared the good works beforehand that He wants
you to do help to place significance upon even the mundane circumstances in your
life?

19. Your salvation is God’s great gift of His grace to you. You give glory to God
when you walk in the good works which He has prepared for you to do. Identify
some of the good works God has placed before you. Which one will you do this
week, and how will it give honor and glory to your gracious God?
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Philippians
This is a rich, in depth inductive study of the book of Philippians.
The study takes the student through Paul’s epistle, focusing on
major themes such as joy, encouragement, and a passionate
relationship with Christ.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 12 lessons and uses the English Standard
Version of the Bible for its text. Lesson 1 is an overview of Paul’s
life from the book of Acts and establishes the context for
Philippians. Lesson 2 is an introduction/overview of the book, and
beginning in Lesson 3, scripture passages are printed within the
lesson with questions following. Studying small sections of
Scripture allows the student to dig into and truly understand each
verse.
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[Sample: Answers edition for leaders]

Lesson 6
Philippians 2:1-11
Meditation
What did it mean for the Son of God to empty Himself and become poor? It meant a
laying aside of glory; a voluntary restraint of glory; an acceptance of hardship,
isolation, ill treatment, malice and misunderstanding; finally a death that involved such
agony—spiritual even more than physical—that His mind nearly broke under the
prospect of it. It meant love to the uttermost for unlovely human beings, that they
through His poverty might become rich. The message is that there is hope for a
ruined humanity—hope of pardon, hope of peace with God, hope of glory—because
at the Father’s will Jesus Christ became poor and was born in a stable so that thirty
years later He might hang on a cross. It is the most wonderful message that the world
has ever heard or will hear.

~Knowing God~ J.I. Packer

Prayer
Breathe on me Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what Thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.
Breathe on me Breath of God,
’Till I am wholly Thine,
Until this earthly part of me,
Glows with the fire divine.
Edwin Hatch (1835-1889)
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From your Bible, read through this week’s passage, Philippians 2:1-11.
In chapter 1, Paul spoke of his imprisonment and how it had been instrumental in the
advancement of the gospel. He now shares with the Philippians how to imitate Christ
in the Christian walk and the importance of unity.
Read Philippians 2:1-2.
1

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,
2
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being
in full accord and of one mind.

1. Highlight the words associated with “any” in pink.
Highlight words that convey action in green.

2. What do you learn from Romans 5:1-11 regarding our position “in Christ”?

We have been justified by faith. We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through
him we have also obtained access by faith] into this grace in which we stand. We have been justified by
his blood. We are reconciled to God by the death of his Son. (Leader’s Note: “if” means since)

3. What is the outflow of being in Christ?

We find encouragement, comfort from His love, and participation in the Spirit, affection and
sympathy

4. What do you think Paul meant “by being of the same mind…being in full accord
and of one mind”?
Don’t argue, agree, get along
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5. What do you learn about unity in the following Scriptures?
John 17:23 Jesus is praying for unity for His disciples because unity will let the world know the
Father sent Jesus and that He loves them just like the Father loves Jesus.
Romans 15:5 Paul prays for the believers in Rome that God might give them a spirit of unity
so with one heart and mouth they might glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 13:11 Paul is appealing to the believers of Corinth to be of one mind and live in
peace because unity brings peace.
Ephesians 4:3-4 Paul is encouraging the Ephesians to make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit of peace because unity brings peace.

6. What action do you need to take to live in unity with fellow believers?

Read Philippians 2:3-4.
3

Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves.
4
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests
of others.

7. As you observe this passage, how did Paul caution and exhort the believers in
Philippi?

Caution
Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit
Let each of you look not only to his own interests

93

Exhortation
But in humility count others more significant
than yourselves
But look also to the interests of others.
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8. How can believers value and serve others above themselves?
Matthew 20:26

If you want to be great, you have to become a servant

Mark 12:29-31

Love your neighbor as yourself

Galatians 5:13

Serve one another in love

Galatians 6:2

Carry each other’s burdens and don’t think too highly of yourself

Colossians 3:13

Bear with each other

Titus 3:2

Show true humility toward all men

1 Peter 4:8

Love each other deeply

9. What would it look like in your life if you were to value others above yourself, and
look to the interests of others first?

Read Philippians 2:5-8.
5

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped,
7
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men.
8
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
6
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10. In this passage Paul pointed to Christ and His example of humility and service.
a. What are the Philippians encouraged to do in verse 5?
To have the same mind among themselves which is theirs in Christ Jesus.
b. What was one of Christ’s foremost characteristics? See Matthew 26:39.
He was in total submission to the Father. “Not as I will but as you will.”

11. What do you think Paul meant in the following two statements?
a. Christ Jesus, who “though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped.” See also Hebrews 1:3.
He who is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature and who upholds the
universe by the word of His power, He was willing to humble Himself and come to earth to become a
man. Equality with God was not more important than coming to earth…because Christ’s main goal
was not to please Himself. In humility He counted the interests of others as more significant than His
own.
b. He “made himself nothing.” See Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45.
Christ, who had all the privileges that were rightly his as king of the universe, gave them up to become
an ordinary Jewish baby bound for the cross. The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and
to give his life as a ransom for many.

12. What was the purpose of Christ coming to earth?
John 3:16 God gave His only Son to come to earth because God so loved the world
Romans 3:24-25 To offer redemption through Christ, because there was propitiation by His blood
Hebrews 9:26 He would put away sin by the sacrifice of himself
1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.
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13. Meditate on what Jesus gave up to become a man. How did God speak to your
heart?

14. What was the supreme action of Christ’s humility?

He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross

15. Do a Word Study on the word humility or humble and record what you learn in
the following table. (You will find further instruction on Word Studies in the
Reference Section of your Bible study binder.)
Scripture

Observation

Summary Statement:
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16. As we have learned about Christ’s humility and what it means, how would you
like to see this characteristic demonstrated in your life?

Read Philippians 2:9-11.
9

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that
is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

17. Jesus was in total submission to the Father. How did God exalt Jesus?
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name

18. The name of Jesus has and will have deep impact for believers and unbelievers
alike.

a. What two responses will the name of Jesus evoke?
Every knee shall bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth and every tongue will acknowledge
that Jesus Christ is Lord.
b. What is so significant about these two responses?
They are both signs of total surrender, total submission.
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19. This passage clearly tells us that everyone will bow and confess.
a. Just because everyone will bow and confess, does that mean everyone will be
saved? See Matthew 7:21.
Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the
one who does the will of my Father

b. What is required for us to be saved? See Romans 10:9-10.
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved.

20. In our walk with Christ, we are to display unity, humility, and to consider others

more significant than ourselves. Write a prayer asking God to make this truth a reality
in your life.
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Colossians
This is a rich, in depth inductive study of the book of Colossians.
The study takes the student through Paul’s epistle, focusing on key
themes such as Christ’s preeminence, redemption, and Christian
maturity.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 12 lessons and uses the English Standard
Version of the Bible for its text. Lesson 1 is an overview of Paul’s
life from the book of Acts and establishes the context for
Colossians. Lesson 2 is an introduction/overview of the book, and
beginning in Lesson 3, scripture passages are printed within the
lesson with questions following. Studying small sections of
Scripture allows the student to dig into and truly understand each
verse.
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Lesson 4
Colossians 1:15-23
Meditation
In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,…[who is] the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:2-3)
Nothing anywhere in this vast, complex world is as beautiful and as compelling as the
record of the Incarnation, the act by which God was made flesh to dwell among us in
our own human history. This Jesus, the Christ of God, who made the universe and
who sustains all things by his powerful word, was a tiny babe among us. He was
comforted in His mother’s arms. Great, indeed, is the mystery of godliness.
~~
The words, exact representation of course, have their origin in the pressed-upon-wax seal
that authenticated a dignitary’s document or letter. The incarnate Jesus Christ gives
visible shape and authenticity to deity. When the invisible God became visible, He was
Jesus Christ. When the God who could not be seen or touched came to dwell among
us, He was Jesus Christ.

~Jesus, Our Man in Glory ~ A. W. Tozer

Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, I worship You as my God and Savior. You are the invisible God
made visible, the container for that which cannot be contained, the exact image of that
which is beyond imagination. You are at once the means and the end of creation. You
are the gateway to the will of God and the pathway to eternal life in this life. You are
the source of peace and forgiveness, joy and fruitfulness, faith and holiness, and You
are the hope of heaven to come.

~NIV Worship Bible~
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From your Bible, read through this week’s passage, Colossians 1:15-23.
The Colossian believers had embraced the good news of salvation, trusting Christ
alone and His redeeming work on the cross. False teachers had come among them
teaching that their salvation in Christ was not complete. These teachers were adding
other belief systems to the work of Christ. Paul refuted these false teachings, not by
fancy arguments, but simply by showing who Jesus Christ is. This passage of Scripture
is one of the strongest declarations in the whole Bible revealing Jesus Christ as God,
with supreme authority over everything.

1. From this week’s passage, list the unique characteristics and actions of Christ

which demonstrate the fact that He is God with supreme authority over everything.
Verse
Characteristics and Actions
15
the image of the invisible God
15

the firstborn of all creation

16

by him all things were created

17

in him all things hold together

18

head of the body, the church

18

firstborn from the dead

19

the fullness of God

20

through him to reconcile to himself all things

20

making peace by the blood of his cross

22

he has now reconciled in his body

22

present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him
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Christ is Supreme as Creator

Read Colossians 1:15-17.
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him.
17
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
16

2. Highlight the word all in green.

Highlight the word him with the preceding preposition in blue.

3. Paul made it clear that Christ existed before creation, giving Him supreme ruling

authority over all things. What are the two phrases in verse 15 declaring Christ’s
deity?
Image of the invisible God and firstborn over all creation

4. Jesus “is the image of the invisible God,” meaning He is an exact representation.
What do you learn about “the invisible God” becoming visible?

John 1:1, 14 Jesus is the Word who is God and took upon himself human flesh
John 1:18

No one has seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known

John 14:9

Jesus said …“whoever has seen me has seen the Father”

Summary:

Jesus is God who took on human flesh to be visible to human beings

5. How do the following Scriptures declare the deity of Jesus?
John 10:30 Jesus said, “I and the Father are one”
Hebrews 1:1-3 Radiance of God’s glory, exact imprint of His nature

103

Colossians

Lesson 4

6. What does it mean to you that the invisible God has become visible in Jesus?

7. A keyword in Colossians is “all.” It occurs 27 times in the letter and 5 times in

verses 15-17. Why is the repetition of this word so significant?
It gives evidence that there is no other power that is equivalent to Christ. By stating that all things
were created by Him in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, all thrones, dominions, rulers and
authorities and through him and for him all things were created and hold together. Because everything
came into existence through Christ, He is supreme over everything.

8. Paul continued to emphasize Christ’s authority by showing His role in creation.
a. To whom do the phrases, “by him all things were created” and “all things were
created through him,” point to as the one who created everything?
Christ
b. What phrase indicates that everything was created for Christ’s pleasure and His
rule?
“All things were created for him.”
c. What does the phrase “in him all things hold together” signify?
Christ continues to sustain all creation by His power and authority
d. Summarize how these phrases point to the sovereignty of Christ.
Christ created and sustains all things for His pleasure and His rule

9. How does Christ sustain creation—protecting and preventing it from

disintegrating into chaos?
“All things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things
hold together.
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10. Quietly reflect on how Christ is sustaining your life at this moment. Write your
thoughts as a prayer of thanksgiving.

Christ is Supreme as Redeemer
Read Colossians 1:18-23.
18

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
19
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
21
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds
22
he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to
present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,
23
if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from
the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.

11. Highlight the pronouns he and him, referring to Christ, in blue.
12. Having declared Christ as “preeminentg” because all creation came by Him and
through Him, Paul has now declared Christ’s supreme authority over the church.
What is the title for Christ that Paul used to express this?
Head of the body
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13. The New Testament presents the church as a community of people who have
received God’s gift of salvation by receiving Christ. Paul often used images to
illustrate the church.

a. How do the following verses use the imagery of the physical body to define Christ
and the church?
1 Corinthians 12:12, 27 though the body is one it has many members but all the members though
many are still one body
Ephesians 1:22-23 all things have been put under Christ’s feet and he is the head over the church
which is his body
Ephesians 5:29-30 we are members of his body
b. What is true of each member of the body of Christ? See 2 Corinthians 3:17-18;
5:17.
The old is gone; we are being transformed into the image of Christ; in Him we are a new creation

14. What are some changes you have experienced since becoming a new creation in
Christ?

15. Along with being the “head of the body, the church ," Christ is also "the
g

firstborn from the deadg." This phrase describes His preeminence and means that the
resurrected Christ was the first one to receive a glorified body. What phrase in
Revelation 1:5 gives evidence that Jesus Christ—the firstborn from the dead—is
preeminent?
He is the ruler of the kings on earth
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16. The Greek word for “fullness,” a key word in Colossians, is pleroma, which
means completeness.

a. What is declared about “the fullness of God”? See also Colossians 2:9.
All of God is pleased to dwell in Christ and the whole fullness of deity dwells in Christ in bodily form
b. From verse 20, what was God’s great purpose in this and how did Christ
accomplish it?
God’s purpose was to reconcile to himself all things whether on earth or in heaven – Christ provided
reconciliation for all things by making peace by the blood of his cross
c. How does this verse refute the false teaching that Christ was only a starting point
and more was necessary for salvation?
All of God dwells in Christ, nothing more can be added, there is nothing missing, everything we need
for eternal life is complete in Him

17. Reconciliation can be defined as the restoration of a broken relationship by the
bringing of peace through mediation between those who are at enmity with one
another.
a. What does Colossians 1:21 say about the need for reconciliation to God?
We were alienated from God and hostile in mind to God, doing evil deeds

b. How did Jesus reconcile us?
He reconciled us in his body of flesh by his death

c. What do you learn in Hebrews 10:12-14 about the completeness of this
reconciliation?
Christ offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins and then sat down at the right hand of God
showing it was completed. His single offering has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified
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18. Referring to Colossians 1:21-22, how did Paul contrast the difference before
reconciliation and after reconciliation?
Before Reconciliation
Alienated from God

After Reconciliation
Reconciled to God

Hostile in mind

Holy and blameless

Doing evil deeds

Above reproach before God

19. Paul urged believers to live in light of Christ’s total sufficiency in reconciling and
redeeming them to God.

a. How did he urge believers to respond?
To continue in the faith of Christ and become stable and steadfast and not shift away from the hope
of the gospel that they have been taught
b. What is the truth of the “hope of the gospel,” which is being “proclaimed in all
creation,” that we are not to shift away from? See Ephesians 1:7-10.
We have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses according to God’s purpose set
forth in Christ, God’s plan to unite all things in Christ in heaven and earth.

20. How does reflecting on the cost of your reconciliation to God and His love

reaching out, providing complete redemption through Christ, affect your life? What
will you intentionally do this week to live in the reality of what you have in Christ?
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James
This book, written by Jesus’ brother, teaches that faith apart from
works is dead. In this deep study of James, the student will learn
about faith and how it is to be lived out in the believer’s life.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 11 lessons, and uses the English Standard
Version of the Bible for its text. Lesson 1 is an introduction to James
which sets the foundation for the study. Scripture passages are
printed within the lesson for each section of Scripture to be studied.
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Lesson 8
James 3:13-18

Meditation
The ultimate difference between God's wisdom and man's wisdom is how they relate
to the glory of God's grace in Christ crucified. God's wisdom makes the glory of
God's grace our supreme treasure. But man's wisdom delights in seeing himself as
resourceful, self-sufficient, self-determining, and not utterly dependent on God's free
grace.

John Piper ~Think: The Life of the Mind and the Love of God~

Prayer
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him.

The Apostle Paul ~Ephesians 1:15-17~
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To get a broad view of this week’s lesson, read James 3:13-18.
The previous lesson taught us that our tongue gives evidence of what is in our heart.
The six verses in this lesson contrast “earthly” wisdom with “wisdom from above.”
James 3:13
13
Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him
show his works in the meekness of wisdom.

1. Wisdom and understanding that come from God are to be lived out in our conduct
and attitude; they are not just intellectual truth.
Highlight in green the word which describes conduct.
Highlight in pink the word which describes the attitude of wisdom.

 2. Sometimes people who consider themselves wise and understanding display an

egotistical attitude. But godly wisdom displays itself in meekness. What are some
words used to define “meek” in a dictionary? How do those words help you to
understand the role of meekness in godly wisdom?
Words used to define meek are: humble, patient, and submissive. It takes humility to recognize that
God’s wisdom is superior to our own. We need to be patient as we wait for God’s wisdom in a
situation. When we understand the wisdom of God, we need to submit to it.

James 3:14-16
14
But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not
boast and be false to the truth.
15
This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly,
unspiritual, demonic.
16
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and
every vile practice.

3. Highlight in yellow the two heart problems.
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4. Believers should recognize the great contrast between the wisdom of the world and
the wisdom of God. Read 1 Corinthians 2:12-16.

 a. What have we as believers been given, and what does that enable us to do?

We have been given the Spirit who is from God – the Holy Spirit – so we might understand the
things freely given to us.

 b. How does God teach wisdom?

The Spirit teaches believers how to interpret spiritual truths.

 c. Why does the natural or worldly person not accept the things of God?
They are folly to him; can’t understand because they are spiritually discerned

5. Wisdom characterized by bitter jealousy and selfish ambition does not come from
above. What is its source?
It is earthly, unspiritual and demonic.

 6. Jealousy, when harbored in one’s heart, can lead to a bitter spirit. How can the

spirit of “bitter jealousy” affect friendships and fellowship among believers?
It makes you envious and resentful of others. They become your rivals/enemies instead of brothers and
sisters in Christ. You start wishing that they would not succeed in whatever they do. You rejoice in
their failures and disappointments.

 7. Selfish ambition could be defined as always wanting your own way. It can also

mean putting your effort only into the things from which you will personally gain.
How can the spirit of “selfish ambition” affect the attitude and action of believers
toward one another?
It makes their ministry totally ineffective. True Christian ministry is meeting the needs of others, not
your own.
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8. Ungodly attitudes have consequences.
a. What is created when “bitter jealousy” and “selfish ambition” exist?
Disorder and every vile practice

 b. It would be hard for any believer to imagine committing “vile” acts against others.
But jealousy, when grown into bitterness, has been the cause of terrible sins. What
“vile practices” did Joseph’s brothers perform because of their jealousy of him? See
Genesis 37:18-28.
They could not speak peacefully to him. They hated him. They conspired to kill him. Instead they
stripped him of his robe, cast him into a pit with no water, and sold him as a slave.

 9. Ask God to search your heart and reveal to you any bitter jealousy and selfish

ambition you may have toward others. Consider the source of these attitudes and ask
Him for forgiveness.

James 3:17-18
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.
18
And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make
peace.
17

10. Highlight in pink the characteristics of wisdom from above.

11. “The wisdom from above” displays itself in the life of the believer in many ways.
First, it is pure. What is the model the believer should look to for keeping their way
pure? See Psalm 119:9.
We should guard our ways according to God’s Word.
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12. God’s wisdom is also “peaceable.” This word is sometimes translated, making

peace or peace-loving. It does not refer to the inward feeling of serenity. It involves
an effort on one’s part to be in unity with others. Read John 17:20-23.

 a. Jesus was praying for all those who would one day become believers in Him. What
was His request for them?
That they would all be one just as the Father and He were one - totally unified. And that the
believers would be one with Them as well.

b. What would the world believe when they saw the unity of believers?

That Jesus was sent by God the Father – that He was the Messiah/Savior, and that the Father
loves us just as He loves Jesus; it is the gospel message

13. A beautiful illustration of peace-making among believers is found in the book of

Philemon. Philemon had a slave named Onesimus who had apparently stolen from
him and escaped to Rome where he met Paul and became a believer. Paul knew that
the relationship between Philemon and Onesimus should be reconciled, as they were
now brothers in Christ.

 a. How does Paul describe his relationship with Onesimus and the change that had

taken place in his life? See Philemon 10-11.
Paul calls Onesimus his child. He says that Onesimus, who was formerly useless, has become useful
to him and could be useful to Philemon as well.

 b. What is Paul going to do, and what does he ask Philemon to do? See Philemon 12,
17-18.
He is sending Onesimus back, promises to pay back anything that Onesimus owes to Philemon, and
asks Philemon to receive him as if he were receiving Paul.

 c. How does Paul encourage Philemon to do the right thing? See Philemon 21.

Paul expresses his confidence in Philemon that he will be obedient and do even more than Paul asked
him to do for Onesimus.
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 14. Believers taking an active role in keeping peace among themselves is of prime

concern to our Lord. It is a testimony to the world that He came to earth to change
hearts. Do you have believing friends in need of reconciliation? Ask the Lord for
“wisdom from above.” Using the book of Philemon as an example, what can you do
to be a peacemaker?

15. “The wisdom from above” is also “gentle.” This means to be reasonable and

considerate. It is being courteous, and making allowances for others. What are some
opportunities you have to exercise being “gentle” in your everyday life?

16. The phrase “open to reason” means to be approachable and teachable. What do
you learn about being teachable in the following passages of Scripture?

Proverbs 13:13-14 If you hate the Word and commandments of God, you bring destruction on
yourself. Listening to the teaching of the wise brings life.
Proverbs 19:20 Listening to advice and accepting instruction gives you wisdom in the future.
James 1:19 we should be quick to hear and slow to speak.

17. Godly wisdom is also “full of mercy and good fruits.” This reminds us of what

James previously taught that true faith involves loving your neighbor as yourself. Jesus
spoke of this in Luke 10:29-37.

 a. What did the Samaritan feel in his heart toward the man on the side of the road?
He had compassion toward him.
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 b. How did the Samaritan personally care for the man?

He poured oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them. He took him on his own donkey to an
inn and paid for his care. He also promised to return to pay for any further expenses in his recovery.

 c. How did the man in the crowd answer Jesus when asked, “Which of these three,
do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?”
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”

 d. How was the Samaritan “full of mercy and good fruits?”

He felt compassion toward the man and met his needs. He put himself and his own plans aside to
take care of someone who needed help

18. In both the Luke passage and this one in James, the attribute of mercy is linked

with being full of good deeds. “The wisdom from above” takes action when it is
confronted with true need. A person’s needs come in many forms. They can be
physical, emotional, or spiritual. How have you recently shown mercy to another? If it
has been awhile since you have acted on behalf of someone in need, ask God to open
your eyes to the needs of others and to give you the wisdom and courage to show
them mercy.

19. “The wisdom from above” is also “impartial and sincere.”

 a. What do you learn from James 2:4 about impartiality?
You become judges with evil thoughts

 b. According to 1 Peter 1:22-23, what needs to happen in our lives in order to be

sincere?
Purify our souls by obeying God’s Word. We must be born again through the living and abiding
Word of God.
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20. Verse 18 speaks of what is sown by the believer.
a. What is sown in peace?
Harvest of righteousness

 b. How does this relate to the wisdom from above?

If you are producing these fruits, a harvest—abundance, reaping—of righteousness in the your life
will be evidenced

 21. A “harvest of righteousness” comes from following “the wisdom from above.”
Which of these characteristics of wisdom would you like to see God sow in your
heart and why?
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1 & 2 Peter
This is an in-depth study of the books of 1 & 2 Peter. The student
will study about the multiple facets of God’s grace and how to stand
firm no matter what trials or suffering may come their way.
Logistics of this study:
The study consists of 13 lessons, and uses the English Standard
Version of the Bible for its text. Lesson 1 is an introduction to 1 & 2
Peter which sets the foundation for the study. Scripture passages are
printed within the lesson for each section of Scripture to be studied.
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Lesson 5

1 Peter 2:13-25

Meditation
"I heard some people singing at a church prayer meeting the other night,
'All for Jesus, all for Jesus,
All my being's ransomed powers,
All my thoughts, and all my doings,
All my days, and all my hours.'
and I kept wondering as I sat on the steps outside just what they meant by it. It seems
to me there's an awful lot of trouble in the world that somehow wouldn't exist if all
the people who sing such songs went and lived them out. I suppose I don't
understand. But what would Jesus do? Is that what you mean by following His steps?”

Charles Sheldon ~In His Steps: “What Would Jesus Do?”~

Prayer
O Lord, we beseech You to mold us in Your own image. Let us live in You and live
like You. Let us gaze on Your glory till we are transformed by the sight and become
Christlike among the sons of men.

Charles Spurgeon
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To get a broad view of this week’s lesson, read 1 Peter 2:13-25.
In the previous lesson, Peter taught that God’s people should keep their conduct
honorable among their unbelieving neighbors. This passage admonishes them to be
submissive to those in authority and to follow Christ’s example while suffering
unjustly.
1 Peter 2:13-17
13
Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to
the emperor as supreme,
14
or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise
those who do good.
15
For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence
the ignorance of foolish people.
16
Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for
evil, but living as servants of God.
17
Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

1. Highlight in green the human institutions believers are to be subject to.
Highlight in orange the commands.

2. Believers are to “be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution.” To be
subject means to submit, or yield to the authority of another. See Romans 13:1-2.

 a. Who is to be subject to existing authorities whether they agree with them or not?
Every person

 b. Who has instituted all existing authorities, and therefore, who are they ultimately
resisting when they do not submit to them?
There is no authority except from God and those that exist have been instituted by God.

 c. In the case of laws which clearly defy God’s Word, what are believers to do? See
Acts 5:29.
We must obey God rather than men.

3. Many of the believers Peter wrote to were unfairly treated because of their faith in
Christ. What does he point out will be accomplished when believers are faithful in
doing good?
The ignorance of foolish people will be silenced.
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4. In the midst of being submissive to human institutions, verse 16 says that we
should “live as people who are free.” See Romans 8:2-4.

 a. What are believers free from?
The law of sin and death

 b. How was this accomplished?

The Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus

 c. How do we “live as people who are free”? See also Romans 6:22.

Walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit, become slaves of God which leads to
sanctification and eternal life

5. What does it mean to live “not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil?”
Galatians 5:13 don’t use your freedom for an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one another
Galatians 5:24 all true believers have put sin to death with its passions and desires

 6. There are four commands in verse 17. In the table below, write the action you will
take to obey these commands.
Command
“Honor everyone”

Action

“Love the
brotherhood”
“Fear God”

“Honor the
emperor”
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1 Peter 2:18-23
18
Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good
and gentle but also to the unjust.
19
For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows
while suffering unjustly.
20
For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure?
But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing
in the sight of God.
21
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
22
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.
23
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.

7. Highlight in green the gracious things servants are encouraged to do.
Highlight in yellow the things suffered by Christ.
Highlight in blue Christ’s responses to suffering.

8. Peter addressed “servants” in these verses, but the principles can be applied in the
lives of all believers. A command is given to be subject toward those in authority.

a. With what attitude is this command to be obeyed?

With all respect

b. Toward what kind of “masters” did this apply?

Not only the good and gentle, but also the unjust

c. Identify some people who are “masters” in your life.

God, teacher, boss, coach, husband, church authority, police force, government

9. It is called “a gracious thing” to endure sorrows while suffering unjustly.

a. Under what circumstances does one not receive “credit” if they endure suffering,
and why do you think this is?
If you have done something wrong. You are receiving just punishment.
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 b. The phrase “a gracious thing” can also be translated with the phrase, a pleasing

thing. Why do you believe God is pleased when believers endure while suffering for
doing good?
It shows that we are mature in our faith and obedient to Him. It demonstrates that we trust God and
His plan for our lives.

10. It is a part of the believer’s call in life to suffer for doing good. Why do those who
follow Christ experience persecution and suffering?

John 15:18-21 the unbelieving world hates Christ. The world hates us because we are not following
the way of the world, but instead following Christ.
2 Timothy 3:12 everyone who strives to live a godly life in Christ will be persecuted.
Believers are exhorted to follow in Christ’s steps while suffering. This means that we
are to use His life on earth as our model.

11. Verse 22 states that deceit was not found in Christ’s mouth. It can be very easy to

use deceptive words to escape ridicule or persecution.

 a. How did Peter himself get trapped into using deceitful words to avoid suffering for
the name of Christ? See Luke 22:54-62.
After Jesus was carried away to be questioned by the high priest, Peter was accused of being one of
His followers. In order to keep a low profile and stay out of trouble, Peter denied Jesus three times.

 b. What did Jesus say when questioned by Pilate, who could have saved Him from

the condemnation of the chief priests? See John 18:35-37.
Jesus admitted that He was in fact the King of Heaven – the exact “blasphemy” that the chief priests
were accusing Him of. He said that He had to bear witness to the truth.

c. In what situations have you found yourself tempted to be deceitful because you
didn’t want to be ridiculed?
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12. When Christ was reviled, “he did not revile in return.” To revile means to speak
abusively against someone. What words of great encouragement did Jesus have for
those who are reviled, persecuted, and spoken falsely about on His account? See
Matthew 5:11-12.
They are blessed because their reward is great in heaven; and they are in good company because the
prophets were persecuted in the same way

 13. We may feel justified to lash back at those who use abusive talk against us or our

loved ones. But verse 23 tells us that if we are to follow in Jesus’ steps we will not
fight back with our tongue. How have you found yourself tempted to “revile in
return?” Devise a plan which will assist you in walking away or staying quiet in those
situations.

14. When Christ suffered, He did not threaten to retaliate. Instead, He “continued

entrusting himself to him who judges justly.” Why should we wait and trust God for
justice to be done when we suffer unjustly?
Psalm 75:2 at the time that He appoints, God will judge with equity
Isaiah 30:18 The LORD waits to be gracious and show mercy to us; He is a God of justice, and we
are blessed when we wait for Him
Romans 12:19 we should never avenge ourselves—we should leave it to the wrath of God because
vengeance is His – He will repay
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1 Peter 2:24-25
24
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
25
For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer of your souls.

15. Highlight in yellow what Christ suffered for us.

Highlight in pink what Christ’s suffering accomplished for us.
Highlight in blue the titles of God.

16. Christ suffered to bring us salvation. He “bore our sins in his body on the tree.”

He was wounded.

a. What did this accomplish for the believer?
Die to sin; live to righteousness; and be healed

 b. What does that look like in the life of a believer? See Ephesians 4:22-27.

Abandon your former way of life which was corrupt through deceitful desires, put on the new self,
which is created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Don’t lie, speak the
truth. Don’t be angry and do not sin. Do not give any opportunity for the devil.

17. Many of the words in this passage would have been very familiar to Jewish

believers because they echo what Isaiah prophesied about Jesus as He suffered for us.
Read Isaiah 53:3-7 below. As you read, meditate on how Jesus suffered unjustly for
doing good on your behalf. Highlight the portions which speak of His suffering.
Offer praise and thanksgiving to the Shepherd and Overseer of your soul.
Isaiah 53:3-7
3
He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and
afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and
with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the
iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep
that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.
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18. The passage in 1 Peter began with the command to submit to human institutions.

It ends by using compassionate names to describe God, our ultimate authority. He is
“the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” How does viewing God as a shepherd
and overseer (or personal manager) of your soul inspire you to submit to His
authority?
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