
OT Overview

Finding Your Place in His Story through Knowing the 
Structure, Story, and Significance of God’s Work in the World



An Example of Finding Your Place in His Story



Paul’s View of the OT & How This Time Will Help You

2 Timothy 3:16-17



Schedule for 
Weeks 1-6



Learning Together 
at Different Places

•Structure

•Story

•Significance



Structure



Story



Four Main Movements in the Bible

Creation

OT Overview

400 Silent Years

Story



OT Overview The Structure, Story, and 
Significance of Genesis 1-3



• Chapter 1
• Creation account –

God’s place

• Chapter 2
• Creation account –

Mankind’s place

• Chapter 3
• The fall and its effects

Structure of 
Genesis 1-3



Structure of Genesis 1

Genesis 1:1 – title

Genesis 1:2 – initial conditions

Genesis 1:3-25 – God’s creative acts

Genesis 1:26-28 – image of God

Genesis 1:29-31 – Conclusion

Genesis 2:1-3 – God satisfied



Genesis 1:1

• Title for 1:1-2:3
•Polemic against Israel’s neighbor’s 

polytheism
•Necessity of God
•Audience the Jewish people 

whom God would make into a 
nation



Genesis 1:2

• Initial conditions
• Formless
• Empty (Void)
•Chaotic
• Spirit present



The Place of the Trinity in the OT Story

• Moses – Monotheism vs. ANE Polytheism

• Theology Proper
• Plurality (NT concept – Trinity)

• Unity

• Diversity

• Equality

• Image of God – Brings Understanding







Genesis 1:26-28

• Purpose – 1:28

• Means to the Purpose – 1:26-27

Structure of Passage

• The man and woman were to represent God

• Fill the earth

• Give the world form

• The man and the woman were equally images of God

Story



Genesis 1:26-28 - Conclusion

•Essence

•Did not change after the fall

The man and 
woman are images 

of God (noun)

•Function

•Did change after the fall

The man and the 
woman image God 

(verb)



Genesis
1:26-28

• Image of God Defined
• The image of God means that humans were 

created to represent God and His interests in 
the world turning (human) chaos into divine 
order.



Genesis 1:26-28

• Image of God Applied to Today 
(significance)

• Essence
• Basis for human dignity and value (applies to all 

humans)

• Basis for human equality (eliminates sexism, racism, 
etc.)

• Basis for human sexuality (divine design, not a 
human construct)

• Function
• Defines the husband-and-wife relationship

• Defines parents’ roles

• Basis for evangelism and discipleship



Structure of Genesis 2

2:4 – The Title

2:5 – The Initial Conditions

2:6-14 – God’s Creative Acts

2:15-17 – Man’s Role in the World

2:18-23 – Man’s Need to Fulfill His Role in the World

2:24-25 – Marriage Defined





Structure of Genesis 3

• The temptation (3:1-6a)

• The fall (3:6b)

• The consequences (3:7-24)
• Human Shame
• Human Blame
• Divine judgment
• Divine grace



Consequences of the Fall

• For the Serpent (Gen. 3:14-
15)
• Humiliation
• Defeat

• For the Woman, difficulty 
trying to image God (3:16)

• For the Man, difficulty trying 
to image God (3:17-19)



Slaying a Myth about 
God

• The God of the OT is the 
same God of the NT

• Judgment & Wrath
• Gen. 3:14-19

• Rev. 6-19

• Grace & Mercy
• Gen. 3:21, 23-24

• Eph. 2:8-9



Application

• Structure – Memorize it.

• Story – Start with the 
labels.

• Significance – Discuss 
what you heard with 
others and apply it to 
today’s world.

• Fathers – Men, lead your 
families.
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