
OT Overview

Finding Your Place in His Story through Knowing the 
Structure, Story, and Significance of God’s Work in the World



What portion 
of the OT 
does this 
represent?

What is the 
purpose of 
this section of 
the OT?



Purpose of the Pentateuch: Formation of a nation 
to bring salvation to the world





Joshua (Structure)

•Conquest of the Land 
(1-13:7)
•Entering (1-5)
•Conquering (6-13)

•Division of the Land 
(13:8-24:33)



•Does God slaughter
innocent people?

•No!

•E.g., Rahab (a harlot 
in the line of Christ)



Joshua (Story)

Jericho (Joshua 6:1-27)



Sin of Achan 
(Joshua 7:16-26)



The Decline of a Nation



Nation 
Sins

God Disciplines 
the Nation

People 
Cry Out

God Provides a 
Judge

Peace
Book of 
Judges 

(Structure)

7 Cycles of Sin



•1st Chair – Joshua knew God and His works (Joshua 24:15)

•2nd Chair – The elders knew about God and His works (Judges 2:7)

•3rd Chair – The children of the elders knew not God or His works 
(Judges 2:10)

Knew 
God

Knew 
About

Knew 
Not

A Cautionary Tale – Generational Dilution



Civil War

•Precipitating Event 
(20:25)

•Response
• The Levite (20:29)
• The Benjamites (20:13)

•Consequences (20:18-48)

Judges 19-20





Ruth

•Structure
•Famine (Ruth 1)
•Field (Ruth 2)
•Floor (Ruth 3)
•Family (Ruth 4)





•Elimelech

•Naomi

•Mahlon

•Chilion

•Ruth

•Orpah

•Boaz

•Peloni Almoni

•Obed

Ruth (Story)



The Sovereign God Works 
through the Ordinary People

Ruth (Significance)
‒A Moabite (cursed)

‒A woman (powerless)

‒A foreigner (an outsider)

‒A widow (vulnerable)

‒Dirt poor! (reliant)

+Faith-filled (yielded)

+Faithful (committed)

+Hard worker (responsible)

+Humble (self-aware)



Is the Old Testament Relevant for Today?



How do you bridge the gap between the OT & today?

Theology!

Story
Then

Significance
Now



Theology Bridges the Gap (Genesis-Ruth)

Story Significance

Then Now

Theology



Creation

•Structure

•Story (Bible, Then)

•Theology

•Significance (Application, Now)



F

A

L

L

•Structure

•Story (Bible, Then)

•Theology

•Significance (Application, Now)



Primeval

•Structure

•Story (Bible, Then)

•Theology

•Significance (Application, Now)



Bondage
Wilderness

&
Wandering

•Structure

•Story (Bible, Then)

•Theology

•Significance (Application, Now)



•Structure

•Story (Bible, Then)

•Theology

•Significance (Application, Now)

Joshua
Judges

Ruth
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