
OT Overview

Finding Your Place in His Story through Knowing the Structure, 
Story, and Significance of God’s Work in the World



Tell the story



Creation

Fall

Primeval

Patriarchal
Bondage

Wilderness
Wandering

Joshua

Judges

Ruth

U
n

it
e

d
 

K
in

gd
o

m

Divided Kingdom

Judah 
Southern 
Kingdom

Israel 
Northern 
Kingdom

C
ap

ti
vi

ty

Restoration



Creation

Fall

Primeval

Patriarchal
Bondage

Wilderness
Wandering

Joshua

Judges

Ruth

U
n

it
e

d
 

K
in

gd
o

m

Divided Kingdom

Judah 
Southern 
Kingdom

Israel 
Northern 
Kingdom

Restoration

C
ap

ti
vi

ty

Assyria Babylon Persia

Nation 
Formation

Theocracy Monarchy Restoration



Creation

Fall

Primeval

Patriarchal
Bondage

Wilderness
Wandering

Joshua

Judges

Ruth

U
n

it
e

d
 

K
in

gd
o

m

Divided Kingdom

Judah 
Southern 
Kingdom

Israel 
Northern 
Kingdom

C
ap

ti
vi

ty

Restoration

Genesis 1-2

Genesis 3

Genesis 4 – 11

Genesis 12 –
Deuteronomy

Joshua, 
Judges, & 

Ruth

1 Samuel,
2 Samuel, &    
1 Kings 11

1 Kings  12 –
2 Kings

Ezra
Nehemiah

Esther



• Samuel
• First Samuel 1-9

• Saul
• First Samuel 10-31

•David
• Second Samuel

• Solomon
• First Kings 1-11

The Men and Books of the United Kingdom

Theocracy

Monarchy





Samuel
(1 Samuel 1-9)

•His mother, 1

•His calling, 3

•His sons, 8



• Israel demands a king 
(8:1-9)

•The problem of a king 
(8:10-22)



The People’s Choice - Saul

• The people’s choice based on

• Externals (9:2; 13:1; cf. 16:7)

•Not character (9:21; 10:21-22; 
13:8-14; 14:24-30; 15:1-9; 16:2; 
17:11; 19:10-11; 28:8-19; 31:4)



Saul
•Lost Focus
• Insecure
•Sought to kill David (for 13 years)
•1 Sam. 24:4
•1 Sam. 26:12

•Death by suicide (1 Sam. 31:4)





David – God’s Choice

1 Sam. 13:13-14; 
Acts 13:22 

1 Samuel 17



David – God’s Choice

•David made king over Judah (2 Sam. 
2:4)

• Ish-bosheth made king over Israel (2 
Sam. 2:9-10)

• The kingdom finally united under 
David (2 Sam. 5:1)



Davidic Covenant

(2 Sam. 7:11-13)



David’s Sin with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11)

How to destroy your life in four easy steps:
1. Don’t do what you should (v. 1).

2. Do what you shouldn’t (2-5).

3. Then, try to hide it (6-13).

4. Then, make it worse with more sin (14-25). 



Second Samuel 12

•Nathan’s confrontation (1-7)

•God’s judgment (10-12)
• External attacks (10)
• Internal problems (11:27; 

12:16, 19; Chaps. 13, 15, 18)

•David’s plea (v. 13; see Psalm 
51)



David and the Psalms (Psalm 142)



First Kings 1-11



Solomon –
First Kings 1-11

• Solomon (son #10) vs. 
Adonijah (son #4)

• Solomon becomes King 
(1:39)

• Solomon asks for 
understanding (3:5, 9)



Solomon’s Writings

• Song of Solomon – From 
courting to growing old 
together

•Proverbs – To know how 
to order your life around 
God and His purposes

• Ecclesiastes – The futility 
of life without God



Solomon Constructs the Temple

First Kings 6-8



Queen of Sheba (First Kings 10)



Solomon’s Divided Heart Divides the Nation

1 Kings 11:1-13



Application• Character matters in every 
aspect of life.

• Finishing well requires 
faith-filled obedience in 
everyday life.

• Being a man or woman 
after God’s heart happens 
when we seek God’s 
interests over our own.

• Divided hearts undermine 
our commitment to Christ 
and the Great Commission.
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