
OT Overview

Finding Your Place in His Story through Knowing the 
Structure, Story, and Significance of God’s Work in the World





1 Kings 12-2 Kings



1 Kings 12-2 Kings

Prophets



Oppressing Nations in the History of Israel (OT)



• God’s Universal Rule 
(eternal)

• Over Everything
• Over Everybody

• God’s Mediatorial Rule 
(temporal)
• First, God ruled through 

Adam and Eve
• After the fall, Satan 

ruled the earth

Two Facets of God’s Rule



The Role of 
Israel in the 
World





First Kings 
12:17, 20



Understanding the Reason for the Divided Kingdom

1 Kings 11:1-13

Misplaced 
Affections



Understanding 
How God Divided 
the Kingdom

•Adversary #1 – Hadad (1 Kings 11:14-22)

•Adversary #2 – Rezon (11:23-25)

•Adversary #3 – Jeroboam (11:26-43)



Rehoboam Listened to the Wrong Voices

• Jeroboam and the People’s
Advice (1 Kings 12:2-5)

• The Elders’ Advice (12:6-7)

• His Friends’ Advice (12:8-11)

• Rehoboam’s Fateful Conclusion
(12:12-15)

• The Kingdom Divides (12:17, 20)



Jeroboam’s 
Dilemma & 

Foolish 
Solution

1 Kings 12:25-33; 13:33-34



Jeroboam became the 
Poster Child for Evil

• “And he walked in the 
way of Jeroboam”

• 1 Kings 15:34
• 16:2
• 16:19
• 16:16
• 16:31





• Northern Tribe (Israel) 
Exiled by Assyria:
• Their Exile: Second Kings 

17:6

• The Reason: Second Kings 
17:7

• Southern Tribe (Judah) 
Exiled by Babylon:
• Their Exile: Second Kings 

25:11, 21

God’s Judgment Expressed 
through the Exile



The 
Prophets



Prophetic Periods
1.Pre-Exile
2.Exile
3.Post-Exile





How to Understand the 
Prophets

•Prophets speak into the 
narrative for God

•God’s covenants require 
loyalty

• The problem of idolatry

• The prophets show that 
God is greater than the 
ANE gods



1. Uncompromising (Isa. 1)

2. Stood alone (Jer. 1)

3. God’s mouthpiece (Jer. 1:4)

4. Rugged determination (Ezek. 2:3)

5. Prayer & Communion (Dan. 6:4, 10)

6. Outspoken Critic of his time (Amos 7:12)

7. Absolute obedience (Hosea)

8. Revealer of future events (Micah)

Characteristics of a Prophet



Babylonian Exile



From an Exiled Teenager 
to Powerful Statesmen

• Early convictions (Dan. 1)

• Special abilities (Dan. 2)

•Uncompromising faith 
(Dan. 6)



Watch for misplaced affection

Be careful to listen to the right voices

Pray to live like the prophets
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