
OT Overview

Finding Your Place in His Story through Knowing the Structure, 
Story, and Significance of God’s Work in the World
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Ruling Powers 
Treatment of Captives

•Assyria – Scattered

•Babylon – Enslaved

•Persia – Sought to 
Instill Gratitude



Restoration – The Books and People

• The Narrative
• Ezra
• Esther
• Nehemiah

•Commentary on the 
Narrative
• Haggai
• Zechariah
• Malachi



Ezra, Esther, & Nehemiah (Structure & Story)



Ezra, Esther, & 
Nehemiah

Ezra 1-6 
(Zerubbabel)

Restoration 
- Temple

Esther
Salvation -
Jews

Ezra 7-10 (Ezra)
Restoration 
- Heart

Nehemiah
Protection -
Wall



Ezra

Return, Rebuild, & Restore



Book of Ezra

People Events

Zerubbabel Restore the Temple (1-6)

Ezra Restore the People’s Hearts (7-10)



God’s Work through 
Persian Kings

•King Cyrus – Ezra 1

•Darius – Ezra 4

•King Artaxerxes – Ezra 7

King Cyrus



Three Waves of 
Jews Returned

• Wave 1 – 43,000 (Ezra 2:6-7)

• Zerubbabel

• Wave 2 – (Ezra 7:7-8)

• Ezra

• Wave 3 – (Neh. 2:5-8)

• Nehemiah



Ezra 7:10 & How it Relates to Us

•For Ezra had set his heart to study the law 

of the Lord and to practice it, and to teach 

His statutes and ordinances in Israel.



Nehemiah

Building the Wall, Protecting the People, & Honoring God



Nehemiah – The 
Citizen

• The Conditions 
(Holocaust-Type)

•Nehemiah’s Question 
(1:2)

•His Response to the 
Answer (1:3-11)



Nehemiah – The 
Cupbearer

•Nehemiah’s 
Countenance (2:2)

•Nehemiah’s Request 
(2:5)

• The King’s Response 
(2:6)



Building the Wall

• The pattern of the chapter, “Next to him or them” (Ch. 3)

•Work is ridiculed (4:1-6)

• The problem of usury (5:1-13)

• The wall is finished (6:15-16)



Keeping the Main Things, the Main Thing

Submitting to the exposition of 
the word of God (Ch. 8)

Confession of sin (Ch. 9-10)

Loving God through giving (Ch. 11)

Loving God through obedience 
(Ch. 13)



Esther

God’s Invisible Sovereignty



Esther - Setting

•Preparing for battle 
with the Greeks

•A pre-celebratory 
banquet (1:1-4)

• Their stunning loss 
(2:1)



Esther (Story)

•King Ahasuerus (Xerxes)

•Queen Vashti

•Mordecai

• Esther

•Haman



Salvation of the 
Jewish Nation

•Behind the scenes
• Satan’s attack against 

the Abrahamic 
covenant.

•God’s sovereign 
preservation of the 
Jewish people.



The Prophets of the Restoration

Zechariah Haggai Malachi



Haggai

•Decree to rebuild in 539 BC

•Returned in 536 BC

•Haggai’s message 520 BC

•16 Years later they are still not ready 
to build the Temple (1:2; cf. 1:9)



Malachi

• Temple built

• The Problem: The people have 
no appreciation for God (1:2, 6; 
2:17)

• The Solution: Return to Me (3:7)

• God’s Final Warning (4:4-6)



The Silent Years

Restoration

Ezra
Esther

Nehemiah
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John the 
Baptist & 

Jesus
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• Use the framework for an OT read through

• Share the framework and story often

• God’s grace, patience, and judgment drive the story of the OT

• God is longsuffering, but His patience has an endpoint
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