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John	8:31-47	|	Whose	Voice	Are	You	Listening	To?	

	
Big	Idea:	Jesus	sets	us	free	and	makes	us	God's	children.	The	evidence	of	belonging	to	Him	
is	that	we	listen	to	and	follow	His	Word.	

Opening	Question	

The	sermon	began	with	the	idea	that	our	identity	is	shaped	by	whose	family	we	belong	to.	
	
• What	are	some	things	people	commonly	use	to	define	their	identity	today	(success,	

family,	career,	politics,	achievements,	failures,	etc.)?	

Notes:	_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Read	John	8:31-36	

Jesus	tells	the	crowd	that	abiding	in	His	Word	leads	to	truth,	and	truth	leads	to	freedom.	
Yet	they	insist	they	are	already	free.	

• Why	do	you	think	people	resist	the	idea	that	they	need	freedom	from	sin?	
• How	does	Jesus'	definition	of	freedom	differ	from	the	world's	definition?	
• What	are	some	things	people	believe	will	bring	freedom	but	actually	become	forms	of	

slavery?	

Next	Step:	Identify	one	area	where	you	are	tempted	to	look	for	freedom,	security,	or	
satisfaction	apart	from	Jesus,	and	intentionally	bring	that	area	before	Him	in	prayer.	

Notes:	_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Read	John	8:37-40	

The	crowd	points	to	Abraham	as	proof	of	their	standing	with	God.	Jesus	points	instead	to	
the	evidence	of	a	life	shaped	by	faith	and	obedience.	

• What	is	the	difference	between	having	a	religious	background	and	having	a	genuine	
relationship	with	Jesus?	

• Why	can	church	attendance,	family	heritage,	or	religious	knowledge	create	a	false	sense	
of	security?	

• What	evidence	does	Jesus	say	should	characterize	those	who	truly	belong	to	Him?	

Next	Step:	Ask	God	to	reveal	one	area	where	you	need	to	move	from	simply	knowing	
His	Word	to	obeying	His	Word.	

Notes:	_________________________________________________________________________________________________	



Read	John	8:41-47	

The	conversation	reaches	its	climax	when	Jesus	challenges	their	claim	that	God	is	their	
Father.	

• According	to	Jesus,	what	reveals	whether	a	person	truly	belongs	to	God?	
• Why	is	love	for	Jesus	inseparable	from	love	for	God?	
• What	does	this	passage	teach	us	about	cultural	Christianity	or	vague	spirituality?	

Next	Step:	Read	one	chapter	from	John's	Gospel	this	week	and	write	down	one	thing	
you	learn	about	Jesus.	

Notes:	_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

“On	Misssion”	Takeway:	

• Who	in	your	life	is	listening	to	voices	that	are	leading	them	away	from	Jesus?		
• How	might	God	use	you	this	week	to	help	them	hear	the	truth	of	Christ?	

Next	Step:	Identify	one	person	who	doesn't	know	Jesus,	is	struggling	with	a	false	
belief	about	God,	or	seems	trapped	by	fear,	shame,	or	confusion.	Pray	for	them	every	
day	this	week	and	look	for	an	opportunity	to	have	a	spiritual	conversation,	invite	
them	to	church,	or	share	how	Jesus	has	changed	your	life.	

Notes:	_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Final	Reflection	

What	is	one	thing	God	is	teaching	you	through	this	passage?	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

What	is	one	action	step	you	will	take	this	week?	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Prayer	Focus	

Pray	that	God	would:	
• Help	us	abide	in	His	Word.	
• Reveal	areas	where	we	are	believing	lies.	
• Strengthen	our	freedom	in	Christ.	
• Help	us	hear	and	follow	the	voice	of	Jesus	above	every	other	voice.	
• Help	us	lead	others	to	find	freedom	in	Jesus.	


